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President’s Message
There is an amazing scope of activity going on in our League every day, and
you can’t help but be impressed by the sheer number of hours our dedicated
volunteers devote to our mission. And our recent growth in membership will
bolster those efforts.
The LWVMC Board and Leaders met in August to discuss our work and develop a shared vision of our League. It was exciting to talk about our accomplishments and new ideas. And it was gratifying to discover a shared vision and establish priorities. Our frank discussion yielded broad consensus that:
Our #1 asset is our nonpartisan reputation, which must be vigilantly safeguarded. The League’s long-standing reputation for nonpartisanship is evident
in all we do -- our Voter Services activities as well as in our issues advocacy.
Our #1 strength is our volunteer power. All we accomplish is due to the
work of hundreds of volunteers, with assistance from our lone part-time employee, Dan Ullrich.

Peggy Creer, LWVMC President

Our #1 challenge is engaging volunteers in order to harness the energy of our members to work toward our
mission. This is a key goal, as it’s important to connect members to fulfilling volunteer experiences -- and
it’s important to share the workload to prevent volunteer burnout.
To that end, we are boosting our volunteer coordination efforts to help members become engaged with
League in whatever ways fit with their interests and schedules. And we will add a “Help Wanted” section to
the emailed bi-weekly Update to publicize short- and longer-term volunteer opportunities. If you want to
help, let us know. If you haven’t filled out new Member Involvement Survey, here’s the link:
https://tinyurl.com/MemberSurveyLWVMC
This is the League’s Centennial year! It’s the start of the loooong run-up to the 2020 elections! It’s a perfect
time to take breaks from partisan politics to join the LWV’s nonpartisan work to empower voters, defend
democracy, and promote informed, active participation in our government.
Looking forward to fulfilling and fun work with you,
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OVR Training Session—RSVP required
Wednesday 5:00-6:30pm Milwaukee Public Library—East Branch
2320 N. Cramer St., Milwaukee, WI
Contact: LWVMC.VoterServices@gmail.com
8:30 Naturalization Ceremony (3 ceremonies)
Thursday
12:30pm and 517 E. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee, WI Courtroom 320
1:30 - 3:30pm Contact: Mary Jo McDonald newcitizens@lwvmilwaukee.org
Board Meeting - LWV Milwaukee County
Wednesday 6:30-8:30pm 6737 W. Washington St., West Allis, WI Ste. 2228
Contact: Peggy Creer peggy.creer@gmail.com
International Relations / Great Decisions Discussion Group
Thursday
10:00Wauwatosa Public Library—Firefly Room
11:00am 7635 W. North Ave., Wauwatosa, WI
Contact: league@lwvmilwaukee.org
Membership Committee Meeting
Monday
12:30-2:00pm 6737 W. Washington St., West Allis, WI, Room 2216
Contact: Barbara Rasmussen barbararasmussen50@gmail.com
Waukesha County Branch—LWV Milwaukee
Milwaukee Street Traders
Tuesday
6:00-7:50pm
523 Milwaukee St., Delafield, WI
Contact: waukesha@lwvmilwaukee.org
Tuesday

All Day

NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION DAY

Natural Resources Committee
Summit Place, 6737 W. Washington St., West Allis, WI
Wednesday 6:00-7:30pm Contact : Louise Petering l.petering14@gmail.com or
Ann Batiza annwisc@gmail.com
Naturalization Ceremony (3 ceremonies)
8:30 Thursday
12:30pm and 517 E. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee,WI, Courtroom 320
1:30 - 3:30pm Contact: Mary Jo McDonald newcitizens@lwvmilwaukee.org
League Café Book Club
Friday
9:30-11:30am 6737 W. Washington St., West Allis, WI
Contact: Mary Sussman mailto:maryksussman@gmail.com
Comité por el Voto Latino
Milwaukee Public Library—Mitchell Street Branch
Monday
5:30-7:00pm 906 W. Historic Mitchell St., Milwaukee, WI
Contact: mailto:votolatino@lwvmilwaukee.org
Women’s Suffrage Q&A Webinar with Dr. Genevieve McBride

LWVWI will host Dr. McBride in a free online webinar, Thursday, September 12th from 6:30-7:30PM. Dr. McBride
will answer your questions about her 2019 LWVWI Annual Meeting presentation ‘Forward’ Women in Wisconsin. If
you weren’t able to attend, it’s alright because the presentation is available for viewing from the LWVWI website and LWVWI YouTube Channel. This is our chance to have Dr. McBride answer our questions live about the
presentation since we ran out of time to have the Q&A on site at the Annual Meeting. We’re thankful for Dr. McBride’s
and your time to make this webinar happen. We will send notice about registration for the webinar by the end of this
week.
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Submissions Deadline

Board Meeting—LWV Milwaukee County
6:30-8:30pm 6737 W. Washington St., West Allis, WI Room 2228
Contact: Peggy Creer peggy.creer@gmail.com
International Relations / Great Decisions Discussion Group
Wauwatosa Public Library—Firefly Room 7635 W. North Ave.,
Wauwatosa, WI Contact: mailto:league@lwvmilwaukee.org
Naturalization Ceremony at MATC Cooley Auditorium
10:30am1015 N. 6th St., Milwaukee, WI
1:00pm
Contact: Mary Jo McDonald newcitizens@lwvmilwaukee.org
Public Issues Forum—Electoral College Reform
9:30am
6737 W. Washington St., West Allis, WI Lge Conf Room
Contact: Peggy Creer peggy.creer@gmail.com
Waukesha County Branch—LWV Milwaukee County
12:00-1:50pm 523 Milwaukee St., Delafield, WI
Contact: waukesha@lwvmilwaukee.org
Membership Committee Meeting
12:30-2:00pm 6737 W. Washington St., West Allis, WI, Glass Patio (1st Floor)
Contact: Barbara Rasmussen barbararasmussen50@gmail.com
Natural Resources Committee
Summit Place, 6737 W. Washington St., West Allis, WI
6:00-7:30
Contact : Louise Petering l.petering14@gmail.com or
Ann Batiza annwisc@gmail.com
Naturalization Ceremony (3 ceremonies)
8:30 12:30pm and 517 E. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee,WI, Courtroom 320
1:30 - 3:30pm Contact: Mary Jo McDonald newcitizens@lwvmilwaukee.org
League Café Book Club
9:30-11:30am 6737 W. Washington St., West Allis, WI
Contact: Mary Sussman mailto:maryksussman@gmail.com
Naturalization Ceremony at Cardinal Stritch University
10:00am6801 N. Yates Rd., Fox Point, WI Bonaventure Hall
1:00pm
Contact: Mary Jo McDonald newcitizens@lwvmilwaukee.org
10:0011:00am

Electoral College Reform: Why we should abolish the Electoral College
The Electoral College is a puzzling system that often has people scratching their heads about how it works and
why we use it. The League of Women Voters has advocated for abolishing this antiquated system since 1970,
and more and more Americans are beginning to agree. In 2017, the LWV-Illinois began a project to make the
abolition of the electoral college a primary goal for all 700 Leagues across the U.S.
Please join us for a Public Issues Forum about abolishing the Electoral College on October 12 at 9:30 in the
large conference room of Summit Place, 6737 W. Washington St., West Allis, WI. Look for email closer to
the date with event details.
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MEMBERSHIP
Spotlight on Joan Robertson
Patricia Geenen

Joan Robertson, born just before the 19th Amendment was ratified, describes her lifelong participation in social justice as beginning “in utero” when her suffragist mother,
Annette Roberts, marched with Jane Addams for the women’s vote. Pulled toward many
progressive causes, ultimately Annette Roberts chose to focus on the “Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom,” and her daughter Joan has made world peace
her own passion as well.
Joan is a member of the Greater Milwaukee Chapter of the United Nations Association
of the USA (UNA-USA), “a membership organization dedicated to inform, inspire, and
mobilize the American people to support the ideals and vital work of the United Nations.” Joan and her daughter, LWVMC member Annette Robertson, co-chair the annual UNA Celebration Event in Whitefish Bay. At this years’ event on October 20th,
LWVMC will host a table celebrating the 74th Anniversary of UNA-USA.
Joan is encouraged by what she sees as increased interest in the UN currently and believes that education of women
worldwide increases the chances of world peace. “Hate and violence are not innate,” she says, asserting that if women
are educated to look at history and see what makes wars, they will work for peace.
In 1983 the Annette J. Roberts and Joan R. Robertson Fund for World Peace, World Law, and Peace Education was
created at the Greater Milwaukee Foundation in honor of Annette Roberts’ 100th birthday. Today, the fund focuses
particularly on collaborating with other like-minded organizations to advance the cause of peace education. For example, the fund established the United Nations Schools of International Learning (UNSIL), a program in 13 Milwaukee
Public Schools that incorporates world studies and Model UN content at the elementary and middle school levels.
A League of Women Voters member since the mid 1990s, Joan says she has always admired the work of the League
and is gratified by the League principle that states, “cooperation with other nations is essential in the search for solutions to world problems, and development of international organizations and international law is imperative in the promotion of world peace.”
Joan’s back door is embellished with an array of stickers announcing her allegiance to progressive projects. They reflect a 103-year commitment that she says her five children will carry forward when she is gone. They also reflect her
hope that education, especially of women, will be the path to world peace.

Honors and Awards
The League of Women Voters of Milwaukee County is proud to acknowledge two outstanding members of
our League:
Michele Goldstein is being recognized by Community Shares of Wisconsin as one of their Backyard Heroes.
LWVWI nominated her for all the work she does in Voter Services. The awards will be presented on
September 19 from 5:00-7:00 in Madison. If you would like to attend, tickets are $45. Go to
https://tinyurl.com/CommunitySharesSept192019 for more information and to purchase a ticket.
Erin McCarthy was named Wisconsin’s 2019-2020 Teacher of the Year. She was chosen from a group of
four outstanding Wisconsin teachers. Erin teaches 8th grade social studies at Greendale Middle School. She
also sits on the board of LWVMC, Representative Government. Erin is now eligible for the National Teacher
of the Year title! [See Erin’s article in the May-June 2019 Voter on the LWVMC website.]
Congratulations, ladies! To quote Louise Petering, “We in League are honored to have you in our midst.”
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MEMBERSHIP
New Members
Shirley Halloran
Nancy Barbieri, Milwaukee
James Baumgartner, Elm Grove
Sarah Berg, Milwaukee
Diane Bloch, Greendale
Linda Brown, Greenfield
Linda Burke, Milwaukee
Janet Bursiek, Waterford
Michal Dawson, Milwaukee
Alison Fine, Milwaukee
Maria Flores, Milwaukee
Heidi Frenzel, Shorewood
Susan, Peter, Gretchen, and Pierson Froelich, Shorewood
Valerie Gabriel, Milwaukee
Elaine Garrett, Milwaukee
Margarita Garcia-Rojas, Milwaukee
Colleen Golomski, Milwaukee
Miguel Gomez, Miwaukee
Lorna Grade, Milwaukee
Dennis Griffin, Brown Deer
Tamara Grobschmidt, Franklin
Marilyn Hamilton, Milwaukee
Linda Johnson-Dynek, Mukwonago

Kevin Klein, Franklin
Elizabeth Lentz, Greenfield
Candi Martin, Slinger
Emma Morales-Leslie, Madison
Barbara Notestein, Milwaukee
Janet O’Brien, Waukesha
Dan and Ellen Penwell
Laura Quigg, New York, New York
Janet, Rob, Alison, and Ava Reinhoffer, Shorewood
Anne Rosenberg, Mequon
Rosario Sanchez-Ledesma, West Allis
Susan Schneider and Michael Kuhen, Waukesha
Judit Schugurensky-Gomez, Brown Deer
Margaret Serrano, St. Francis
Dianne Spector, Mequon
Jennifer Steele, Waukesha
Karen Steen, Elm Grove
Pauli Taylorboyd, Milwaukee
Elizabeth Tivol and David Harrison, Naomi and Benjamin Harrison, Kenosha
Patricia Villarreal, Milwaukee
Daniel and Susan Vliet, Milwaukee
Peggy West

As usual, we are pleased to welcome so many new members. Household memberships are common in the
Milwaukee League, but this list includes several parent/children combinations. May that start a trend, as the
age of 16 is the only requirement for League membership.
With the 2020 election season forthcoming, we are especially appreciative of interested newcomers to assist
with voter registrations, candidate forums, and related activities. Remember that in the 1920 presidential election (Harding v. Cox), women voted for the first time. It’s pleasing to think that maybe many of our grandmothers who weren’t born with the right to vote went to the polls to take advantage of their new status.

In Memory of Carol Garrison
Ruth Snedic
Carol Garrison, a member of the League of Women Voters for many years, has passed away. She was a
member of the West Allis unit and became a dear friend of those of us who knew her. She was also a member
of the West Allis West Milwaukee school board for several years. Carol was active in educational activities
and was curious about so much of the world around. This drew her to the League for its ability to actively lobby government regarding the important issues it had studied and come to consensus on. I am so glad to have
known her, loved her, and will miss her great intellect.
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FORUMS, POSITIONS & ACTIONS
League Café
Mary Sussman

League Café meets monthly and welcomes new and old members and members of
the community. In a small-group setting we get to know each other better, share
knowledge and have interesting conversations. We are meeting again on September
27 at 9:30 a.m. in the Glass Patio at Summit Place, 6737 W. Washington Street,
West Allis. Use the Visitor's Entrance at the east end of the building.

Every other month, we convene as a book club. In between book club months, we
meet informally as a conversation and social group. At these meetings, we discuss
past and upcoming League events and sometimes decide on upcoming book club
titles. Our gatherings range in size from 10 to 20 people, and consist of members-new and old--as well as non-members. We have a core of "regulars" but new people
show up regularly as well.
At our September 27 and October 25 League Café Book Clubs, we will be reading These Truths: A History of the United States by Jill Lepore. It is a very long book (around 800 pages) and we will take two
months to discuss it. For September 27, we will read Chapters 1-10, approximately 400 pages, and for October 25, we will read Chapters 11-16, about 400 pages.
“This sweeping, sobering account of the American past is a story not of relentless progress but of conflict
and contradiction, with crosscurrents of reason and faith, black and white, immigrant and native, industry
and agriculture rippling through a narrative that is far from completion.”
New York Times Book Review, Editors' Choice
In the absence of a discussion guide for the book, you may enjoy this C-Span talk by Jill Lepore recorded in
September 2018 at First Parish Church in Cambridge, MA. Perhaps of interest as an introduction to the
book: [These Truths] | C-SPAN.org
Boswell Books, 2559 N. Downer Avenue, will discount book club selections by 10%. Just mention the
League of Women Voters League Cafe Book Club when you check out.
If you would like to be placed on the mailing list, please contact Mary Sussman at
maryksussman@gmail.com.

Coffee for Our Cause
To commemorate the League's centennial and to raise money needed for the continued success of LWVMC in realizing its mission of empowering voters and defending
democracy, we are selling a few Colectivo coffees under the LWVMC label, as well
as cocoa, a great stocking stuffer for kids. We are looking for some dedicated sales
representatives to sell a dozen pounds or so of this uniquely-ours coffee and cocoa to
friends, family and neighbors (not to mention yourself).
Sales will begin in early October and end in mid-November, with delivery in early
December, just in time for the perfect holiday gift. We need your help in selling our
special coffee. Please contact Mary Sussman at maryksussman@gmail.com, if you
would like to help.
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL COMMUNITY GRILL
JOIN US
ON SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 7
11 AM TO 4 PM
AT THE WHITEFISH BAY SENDIK’S
500 EAST SILVER SPRING
WHITEFISH BAY, WI
Enjoy a delicious grilled lunch.
Eat at the grill or take home your dogs, brats
or Black Angus burgers for a pre-made cookout.
All profits support the
League of Women Voters of Milwaukee County
Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy
for 100 years

VOTER SERVICES
Back to School for LWVMC
Leigh Ann Tidey

The League’s High School Voter Education and Registration Program is
getting ready for busy school year -- over 3000 MPS students are ageeligible to register to vote. Working in the city’s high schools is a great
opportunity. Last year, we developed a Student Voter Advocate Training program in which we trained students to set up and implement a registration event in their own school.
LWV provides all support and materials, i.e. poster and PA announcement templates, triage cards, buttons and literature, and selfie props. We also have LWV volunteers present during the event to handle any technical questions and provide support for the students.
If you like working with young people, being in the school environment and working with teachers and staff, consider joining our Outreach team—training and mentoring provided. Come to one of our team meetings and see if this is for you!
Contact: Leigh Ann Tidey tideyla@gmail.com.
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VOTER SERVICES
Comité Por El Voto Latino
Eloisa Gómez
The CVL-LVO team reminds everyone of the upcoming Hispanic Heritage Month - September 15th to October 15th - which is celebrated nationwide. With the U.S. Latino population estimated to be 59.9 million (or
18% of our national population and about the same percentage in the City of Milwaukee), we encourage all
League members to deepen your understanding of the rich and multi-faceted Latinx cultures in the U.S. There
are many resources available to learn more--whether reviewing resources online (such as googling “Hispanic
Heritage Month 2019), visiting libraries or attending events in your respective communities. The more we
learn about our various Latinx cultures, the better we can build community.
CVL-LVO is gearing up for the 2020 Elections through Southside partnerships. We have an ambitious
plan to expand LWVMC-community partnerships on the Southside to promote voter education and registration within the Latinx community. Diane Steigerwald is our lead on nonprofit agencies’ outreach with Judit
Schugurensky and others assisting her; Jim Baumgartner is the CVL-LVO lead on efforts to connect with the
Southside faith communities. Both Diane and Jim are encountering very positive feedback. We’ll keep you
informed of our progress.
Below are our newly revised logos to heavily promote voter education literature targeting Latinx communities. What do you think?

For more information about this national initiative, go to: http://participate.lwv.org/c/10065/blastContent.jsp?
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VOTER SERVICES
LWVUS Launches Fair Maps Campaign
In June, the Supreme Court ruled that partisan gerrymandering is a political question because no fair test exists for courts to determine when partisan gerrymandering has gone too far. That means all federal courts will
be hands-off even when redistricting intentionally decreases the voting power of voters based on their political party.
Because redistricting has long been a priority issue of the
League, and a signature part of our Campaign for Making
Democracy work, we cannot sit back and wait for the court
to change. We do not have to rely on the Supreme Court to
solve partisan gerrymandering. There are other paths to
creating fair maps nationwide – and the League of Women
Voters is the best organization positioned to accomplish
this.
We are launching a 50-state campaign called the People
Powered Fair Maps Campaign. All members are invited
to tune into our town hall on Wednesday, September 4th at
6pm ET / 3pm PT.
The national board has authorized half a million dollars to launch this campaign, and every state League will
receive some of that funding through grants. This work will look different in each state, and the campaign
will be unveiled to all members on a tele-town hall on September 4th at 6pm ET / 3pm PT. Members are encouraged to register NOW for this League-wide announcement. A recording of the town hall will be made
available for members who are unable to attend on September 4th.

HELP WANTED
City of Milwaukee Ethics Board Vacancy
Joanne Barndt

The City of Milwaukee Ethics Board is a seven-member board that hears complaints and determines if the
city’s Code of Ethics has been violated. It also provides confidential advisory opinions to the employees of
the City of Milwaukee.
The board is comprised of individuals who are residents of Milwaukee and have been nominated by one of the
seven organizations. In addition to the League of Women Voters of Milwaukee County, the Metropolitan
Milwaukee Association of Commerce, Milwaukee Area Labor Council, Interfaith Conference of Greater Milwaukee, the Milwaukee branch of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People,
Wisconsin Policy Forum and the Milwaukee Bar Association each nominate one member. Board members
serve 3-year terms.
Both Kit O'Meara and Joanne Barndt have served on the board. Joanne will be completing her last 3-year
term and has indicated that she is ready to step down. If you are a resident of the City of Milwaukee
and would like to serve on the board, please contact Peggy Creer at peggy.creer@gmail.com and indicate that
you would like to be nominated by the League for the seat on the Ethics Board that will soon become vacant.
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Join Up! Join In! Join the League of Women Voters – Today!
Empowering voters. Defending democracy.W

Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion Policy

We work to safeguard democracy through civic improvement at the local, state, and national

Milwaukee County Yearly Membership Dues:
___$70 Individual (covers state and national dues* + $8 for the work of our Milwaukee County League)

The League of Women Voters is an
organization fully committed to diversity,
equity, and inclusion in principle and in
practice. Diversity, equity, and inclusion
are central to the organization’s current
and future success in engaging all
individuals, households, communities,
and policy makers in creating a more
perfect democracy.

___$25 First Year Individual Option (covers some of the state and national dues* - limited number available)
___$25 Student (no state or national dues required; $25 for the work of our Milwaukee County League)
___$100 Sustaining Individual (covers dues* + $38 for membership expansion and our League’s work)
___$170 Centennial Individual (covers dues* + $108 for the work of our Milwaukee County League)
___$110 Household (covers dues* + $17 for the work of our Milwaukee County League)
* For each membership, our League MUST send dues of $30 to the State and $32 to the National LeDague offices.
We MUST also send $15 (State) and $16 (National) for each additional person within a Household membership.

There shall be no barriers to full
Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ participation in this organization on the
basis of gender, gender identity, ethnicity,
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ race, native or indigenous origin, age,
generation, sexual orientation, culture,
Email Address: __________________________________________________________________________ religion, belief system, marital status,
parental status, socioeconomic status,
Preferred Phone: (
)_______________________________________________________________ language, accent, ability status, mental
health, educational level or background,
Please complete this form - make your check payable to LWVMC - and mail to:
geography, nationality, work style, work
League of Women Voters of Milwaukee County, 6737 W. Washington St., Suite 2218, West Allis, WI 53214 experience, job role function, thinking
style, personality type, physical
OR join online at lwvmilwaukee.org/members (add $2 if using PayPal)
Revised April 2019
appearance, political perspective or
affiliation and/or any other characteristic
Thank you!
that can be identified as recognizing or
illustrating diversity.

League of Women Voters - Nonprofit, nonpartisan since 1920!

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
6737 W Washington St Ste 2218
West Allis, WI 53214

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF MILWAUKEE COUNTY
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