
   

 

        

    

 

TheVoter March-April 2019  

  

 Empowering Voters. Defending DemocracyΦ 

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MILWAUKEE COUNTY  

Every month, reports documenting League activities are submitted to the board. 
The reports are something to behold. I am amazed and impressed by the scope of 
League work, and at the amount of talent and energy devoted to LWVMC by ded-
icated volunteers. I think youôll be amazed, too. So here, in no particular order, is 
an ungrammatical list of excerpts from recent ñwhatôs going onò reports: 
 
Social Media team plans messaging for spring primary/general elections. The 
Comit® por el Voto Latino/Latinx Voter Outreach Committee prepared a presen-
tation on Latinx voters, including data by voting wards.The Natural Resources 
committee plans follow-up to its forum on lead poisoning. Hundreds of new citi-
zens were welcomed at naturalization ceremonies, where the Voter Services team 
registered new voters (grant was received from LWVUS to support this effort). 
Ad hoc committee explores options for new office space. Coordination of Candi-
date Forums. Re-formatting the Member Directory. Fair Maps Coalition discusses 
updates on court cases. Natural Resources committee develops a presentation on 
Foxconn water diversion in violation of the Great Lakes Compact. Planning started for the LWV Centennial! 
Lunch & Learn speaker presents information on the Census Bureau. Membership committee plans a new 
member orientation. Representatives from Voter Services meet with LWV Ozaukee to share and collaborate. 
A group meets to develop a Candidate Answers voter guide for the spring election and to plan for 2020 partic-
ipation in Vote411. Committees plan the March 2 Public Issues Forum on Immigration Policy and an April 6 
Forum on the ERA. Natural Resources committee rep met with WUWM and American Public Media to plan a 
program on challenges to access to clean drinking water. The LWV Birthday Souper Supper! Arrangements 
made for Election Night Reporting at polling locations. Waukesha Branch held a voter registration event. Next 
issues of The Voter and bi-weekly Update prepared. The High School Project team trains students to conduct 
registration events and plans for a busy spring semester at schools. Voter Services team promotes OVR train-
ing to organizations. Meeting with Public Library on a pilot project to promote voting, including a voting-
related childrenôs books display. 
 
Thatôs a partial list. Iôve hit my word limit, but you get the idea. If youôd like to join the hundreds of volun-
teers who make the LWVMC such a vital organization, stay tuned to  our website, The Voter and the biweekly 
Update for upcoming activities and events. 
 
With appreciation, 

Presidentôs Message 
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  2 Saturday 
10:00am -
12:00pm 

Immigration ReformðPublic Issues Forum 

Alverno College 

3400 S. 43rd St., Milwaukee, WI 

Contact: Eloisa G·mez votolatino@lwvmilwaukee.org  

7  Thursday   
9:30am -
12:00pm  

Naturalization Ceremony/New Voter Registration 

MATC Cooley Auditorium 

1015 N. 6th Street, Milwaukee, WI 
Contact: Mary Jo McDonald 962-8195 
newcitizens@lwvmilwaukee.org 

13  Wednesday 6:00 -8:00pm 

Board Meeting - LWV Milwaukee County 

1845 N. Farwell, Ste. 100, Milwaukee, WI 

Contact: Peggy Creer peggy.creer@gmail.com 

14     Thursday     
10:00 -

11:00am    

International Relations/Great Decisions Discussion Group 
Wauwatosa Public LibraryðFirefly Room 
7635 W. North Ave. Wauwatosa, WI  

visit www.lwvmilwaukee.org or email league@lwvmilwaukee.org 

мс млΥллam 

Comit® por el Voto Latino (CVL)/Latinx Voter Outreach Team  

Saturday  
Milwaukee Public Library, Mitchell Street Branch  

906 W. Historic Mitchell Street, Milwaukee, WI 
Contact: votolatino@lwvmilwaukee.org 

18 Monday 
12:00 -
12:50pm 

Lunch and Learn 
Sojourner Family Peace Center 
619 W. Walnut St., Milwaukee, WI 
Contact: Mary Kae Nelson marykae2@gmail.com 

18 Monday  1:15 - 2:45pm  

Membership Committee Meeting 
Sojourner Family Peace Center 
619 W. Walnut St., Milwaukee, WI 
Contact: Barbara Rasmussen 414-791-0114 

19  Tuesday  6:00 -7:50 pm  

Waukesha County BranchðLWV Milwaukee 

Milwaukee Street Traders 

523 Milwaukee St., Delafield, WI 
Contact: waukesha@lwvmilwaukee.org 

21  Thursday  

8:30 -
12:30pm and 
1:30 - 
3:30pm    

Naturalization Ceremony (3 ceremonies) 517 E. Wisconsin Ave. 
Courtroom #320 Milwaukee, WI 53202  
Contact: Mary Jo McDonald 962-8195 
newcitizens@lwvmilwaukee.org 

22 Friday 
9:30 - 
11:00am 

League Caf® Book Club Fresh Thyme Farmers Market  
470 E. Pleasant St., Milwaukee, WI  
Contact: Mary Sussman susscommunications@att.net 

27 Wednesday 
6:00 - 
7:30pm 

Natural Resources Committee 
Conference Call -  phone number TBD 
Contact : Louise Petering l.petering14@gmail.com or 
Ann Batiza annwisc@gmail.com  
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2 Tuesday All Day Spring ElectionsðVOTE!!! 

4  Thursday  

8:30am - 

12:30pm and 

 1:30-3:30pm  

Naturalization Ceremony / New Voter Registration (3 ceremonies) 

517 E. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53202 Courtroom 320 

Contact: Mary Jo McDonald newcitizens@lwvmilwaukee.org  

6 Saturday 
10:30 - 
12:00pm 

Challenging Inequalities: ERA Update 

Milwaukee Public Library, Mitchell Street Branch  

906 W. Historic Mitchell Street, Milwaukee, WI 

Contact Erin McCarthy  emccarthy8@gmail.com  

9 Tuesday 
  The Voter Newsletter DEADLINE 

  Contact: Nancy Maloney lwvmc.news@gmail.com 

10 Wednesday 
  5:00 - 

6:30pm 

OVR Training SessionðReservation Required 

Milwaukee Public Library, Mitchell Street Branch 

906 W Historic Mitchell Street, Milwaukee, WI 

Contact: LWVMC.VoterServices@gmail.com 

10 Wednesday 6:00-8:00pm  
Board Meeting - LWV Milwaukee County 

1845 N. Farwell, Ste. 100, Milwaukee, WI 

Contact: Peggy Creer peggy.creer@gmail.com 

11 Thursday 10:00am   
International Relations - Great Decisions Discussion Group 

Wauwatosa Public Library, Firefly Room 

7635 W. North Ave., Wauwatosa, WI 

15 Monday 
  12:00 -
12:50pm  

Lunch and Learn  

Sojourner Family Peace Center 619 W. Walnut St.,  

Milwaukee, WI 53212 

15 Monday 1:15pm    

Membership Committee Meeting 

Sojourner Family Peace Center 619 W Walnut St.,  

Milwaukee, WI 53212 

Contact: Barbara Rasmussen 414-791-0114 

16 Tuesday 
1:00 -  
2:50pm 

Waukesha County BranchðLWV Milwaukee 

Milwaukee Street Traders 
523 Milwaukee St., Delafield, WI 
Contact: waukesha@lwvmilwaukee.org 

18  Thursday  

8:30am - 
12:30pm and 
1:30-3:30pm 

Naturalization Ceremony / New Voter Registration (3 ceremonies) 

517 E. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53202 Courtroom 390 

Contact: Mary Jo McDonald newcitizens@lwvmilwaukee.org 

24 Wednesday 6:00 - 7:30pm  

Natural Resources Committee 

Conference Call -  phone number TBD 

Contact : Louise Petering l.petering14@gmail.com or 

Ann Batiza annwisc@gmail.com  
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    Lunch and Learn 
        Mary Kae Nelson 
 
February18thôs  Lunch and Learn featured a generous snowfall and  
speaker, Patrica Kraker.  Patricia is a Field Representative for the U.S.  
Department of Commerce Division of the U.S. Census Bureau.  She is also 
active in LULAC, The League of United Latin American Citizens, where 
she is the Deputy State Director of Women's Activities.  Patricia is also 
running for a national office with LULAC which will hold their national 
convention this summer here in Milwaukee. 
 
The next U.S. decennial Census takes place in 2020.  Information gathered during the Census is used to de-
termine federal funds, grants and support to the states. The results of that headcount will affect redistricting, 
your representation in Federal and State government as well as determining Federal support to states and 
then to our local community.  Patricia is employed year round doing interviews for the Justice Department. 
She stressed that all information gained during an interview is very confidential and very important. She is 
one of the few fluent Spanish speakers in this region. A hearty group of League members appreciated Patri-
ciaôs enthusiasm for her work with the Bureau and her work for the women of Wisconsin. 

Great Lakes at Stake - Take the Pledge! 
Louise Petering, Co-Chair, Natural Resources Committee 

 

Protect the Great Lakes, the Great Lakes Compact, and the future of the Great Lakes Basin.  Sign the 
pledge at https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin  

Despite recent news reports about Foxconn, the LWV WI and five other petitioners are proceeding with their challenge 
to/of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resourcesô (DNR) approval of Racineôs permit to divert water to the Village 
of Mt. Pleasant and Foxconn. 
  
We challengers assert that the diversion violates the Great Lakes Compactôs requirement that diversion must be ñsolely 
for Public Water Supply Purposesò1.  Racineôs application to divert water to Foxconn, refers only to Foxconnôs need for 
7million gallons per day of Lake Michigan water. The application makes no mention of supplying water to the public, 
and thus ignores this key tenet of the Compact. It is important to note that such a diversion is an exception to the  
Compactôs provision that ñAll New or Increased Diversions are prohibited, except as provided forò 2. in the Compact. 
While the Compact does allow for diversion in cases of a community like the Village of Mt. Pleasant that straddles the 
Great Lakes divide, such a diversion is an EXCEPTION that must comply with the requirement that the diversion is 
ñsolely for Public Water Supply Purposesò1. 
  
One puzzling aspect of the Racine/Foxconn diversion relates to the requirement for a ñPublic Water Supplyò 3.  system. 
Since the Village of Mt. Pleasant does not have its own water distribution system, is it in effect ñborrowingò the already-
built Racine distribution system to validate its claim that the water diverted to Foxconn is for public purposes?  While 
the Village and Foxconn project both straddle the divide between the Lake Michigan and the Mississippi River Basins, 
neither can honestly claim the 7mgd of diverted water is ñSolely for Public Water Supply Purposesò. 
  
1. P. 15, Great Lakes Compact, Article 4, Section 9.1 http://www.glslcompactcouncil.org/Docs/Agreements/Great%
20Lakes-St%20Lawrence%20River%20Basin%20Water%20Resources%20Compact.pdf 
 
2. P. 15, Great Lakes Compact, Article 4, Section 8 http://www.glslcompactcouncil.org/Docs/Agreements/Great%
20Lakes-St%20Lawrence%20River%20Basin%20Water%20Resources%20Compact.pdf 
 
3. P. 3,  Great Lakes Compact, Article 1, Section 1.2 

https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin
http://www.glslcompactcouncil.org/Docs/Agreements/Great%20Lakes-St%20Lawrence%20River%20Basin%20Water%20Resources%20Compact.pdf
http://www.glslcompactcouncil.org/Docs/Agreements/Great%20Lakes-St%20Lawrence%20River%20Basin%20Water%20Resources%20Compact.pdf
http://www.glslcompactcouncil.org/Docs/Agreements/Great%20Lakes-St%20Lawrence%20River%20Basin%20Water%20Resources%20Compact.pdf
http://www.glslcompactcouncil.org/Docs/Agreements/Great%20Lakes-St%20Lawrence%20River%20Basin%20Water%20Resources%20Compact.pdf


 р 

 

Chw¦a{Σ th{L¢Lhb{ ϧ !/¢Lhb 

Challenging Inequalities: ERA Update 

Erin McCarthy, LWVMC Representative Government 

 

Why is the Equal Rights Amendment still needed? What inequalities confront 

women without this amendment to the Constitution? On April 6 at 10: 30 at 

the Milwaukee Public LibraryðMitchell St. Branch we will meet to discuss 

these and other questions about the ERA. Professor Lisa Mazzie, of the Mar-

quette School of Law will speak on the need for the ERA and what protec-

tions are lost without the amendment. Michele Thorne, LWV Wilmette, will 

update us on the status of the ERA ratification, how we can take action, and 

the status of the amendment in other states including AZ, VA, etc. She will 

also discuss what challenges stand in the way when the amendment is rati-

fied.  Please join us for a lively and informative session!  For further infor-

mation, Contact Erin McCarthy  emccarthy8@gmail.com. 

League Caf® Book Club 
Mary Sussman, League Caf® Chair 

 
 
On March 22, League Cafe Book Club will discuss The New Jim Crow:Mass Incarcera-
tion in an Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander. Please join us for a lively and 
informative conversation. 
  

When: Friday, March 22 at 9:30 a.m. 

Where: Fresh Thyme Grocery Store at the corner of Pleasant & Water Streets  (470 E 
Pleasant St.) There is plenty of free underground parking at the store. We will meet in 
the cafe. 
  

You may want to access this discussion guide from the Madison Public Library while you are reading the 
book. You can find it at: https://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/sites/default/files/bookclubkit/discussions/
alexander_new.pdf 

  

"Now and then a book comes along that might in time touch the public and educate social commentators, pol-
icymakers, and politicians about a glaring wrong that we have been living with that we also somehow don't 
know how to face. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexan-
der is such a work." 
ð The New York Review of Books 

"An explosive debut ... alarming, provocative and convincing." 
ð Kirkus Reviews 

 

mailto:emccarthy8@gmail.com
https://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/sites/default/files/bookclubkit/discussions/alexander_new.pdf
https://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/sites/default/files/bookclubkit/discussions/alexander_new.pdf
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New Book Documents Power Of Grass Roots  
Movements To Increase Voter Participation 

Mary Sussman 

At a time when voter suppression is all the rage, Vote for Us: How to Take Back Our 
Elections and Change the Future of Voting is an uplifting book which documents suc-
cessful grassroots movements that have expanded voting rights. The book includes 
many inspiring stories about how ordinary people enacted change that increased  
voter participation, including one about how an ex-felon in Kentucky convinced state  
legislators to permit low-level felons to regain their voting rights, and another about 
how a teenager successfully campaigned to extend voting rights to 16-year-olds in  
local elections.  One chapter documents how automatic voting increased voter turnout, 
in Colorado, Washington and Oregon, where voters are automatically registered using 

Department of Motor Vehicles data and then receive their ballots in the mail. Another chapter tells the story 
of how a former Miss Wisconsin, Molly McGrath, joined forces with VoteRiders and worked state-wide in 
the 2016 election to make it easier for people to get photo IDs after Wisconsin enacted strict voter-ID laws. 

 
Please join the League of Women Voters of Milwaukee County, which is partnering with Boswell Book 
Company, to present author Joshua Douglas, who will discuss his new book Vote for Us: How to Take Back 
Our Elections and Change the Future of Voting. 
 
  

WHEN: Thursday, April 4, 6:30 pm 

WHERE: Shorewood Public Library, 3920 N Murray Ave, Shorewood 
  
  

Joshua A. Douglas is a professor at the University of Kentucky College of Law. His most recent scholar-
ship focuses on the constitutional right to vote, with an emphasis on state constitutions, as well as the various 
laws, rules, and judicial decisions impacting election administration. He has also written extensively on elec-
tion law procedure. 

  

ñVoter suppression gets the headlines. But in the last few years, the vibrant, pro-voter Democracy Move-
ment has quietly emerged to make our elections fairer and more accessible. By telling the inspiring stories of 
the ordinary people behind that movement, Joshua A. Douglas shows how a democracy that truly represents 
all of us isnôt just possibleðitôs already taking shape.ò 
ðZachary Roth, author of The Great Suppression: Voting Rights, Corporate Cash, and the Conservative 
Assault on Democracy 

Chw¦a{Σ th{L¢Lhb{ ϧ !/¢Lhb 

http://law.uky.edu/directory/joshua-a-douglas
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Donôt forget to vote!  General elections are on Tuesday, 

April 2.  Be sure your voice is heard! 

a9a.9w{ILt 

Some time ago I started to contemplate the 

LWV National policy that had recently been 

adopted titled ñDiversity, Equity, and Inclu-

sion (DEI).ò  This is a policy that calls us to 

be free of any barrier that might prevent any 

person from full participation in LWV.  I have 

been thinking about what I can do to move 

myself, as an individual; us, as the Member-

ship team, which I chair; and us, as the local 

League, to be closer in line with that policy.  

Holding it up here in writing is one small way.  

Talking about it at our meetings and events is 

a start.  Thinking in these terms in everything 

we do, gets us moving in that direction.  Being 

with people who are different from ourselves 

moves us down the road.  Listening deeply to 

the people we meet can open new pathways.  

And there is much more. 

As we seek to make our League accessible to 

everyone, we need to consider the barriers that 

might prevent a person from joining us.                          

    

One thing that we sense might be a hindrance 

is our dues.  Because we are a part of a state 

and national League structure, we need to 

comply with their regulations.  That means 

that for every member we enroll, we are re-

quired to send $32 to the National League and 

$31 to the State League.  Our Individual dues 

rate of $70 (or $72 if you pay online through 

PayPal), leaves us with $7 for our local use.  

We are so very grateful to those who choose 

to enroll at the level of $100 (Sustaining) or 

$170 (Centennial).  Those extra dollars enable 

us to help some members who might not oth-

erwise be able to join; and they allow us to 

expand our efforts to make democracy work. 

March through June is the time of year we 

hope to receive renewal dues from everyone, 

so that we can begin our new programmatic 

year knowing what our revenue will be, and 

therefore, better plan our expenditures.  You 

can renew right here if you choose to.    

Increasing Diversity, Equity 

and Inclusion in Our League 

Barbara Rasmussen, Membership Chair 

https://www.lwvmilwaukee.org/join-renew-membership
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New Members 
Shirley Halloran 

Originally, a gathering for new and prospective members was scheduled for Wednesday, January 30.  But 
blustery winter weather meant it was cancelled, probably to the relief of most everyone.  
 
That means the new members listed below, along with others who have joined in the past several months, will 
be included when that orientation is rescheduled.  A new date has not been set, but watch for an announcement 
in the new Biweekly Update emailed every other Thursday. There will be an invitation in your mailbox, too. 

Susan Anderson ï Milwaukee 
Dorothy Baker - Franklin 
Ellen Ferentz ï St. Francis 
Patricia Garrigues ï New Berlin 
Wendy Greeney ï Milwaukee 
David M. Goelzer ï Fox Point 
Jodi Habush-Sinykin ï Milwaukee  

Cynthia Hastings - Milwaukee 
Kathleen Kreie ï Cudahy 
Gloria McCoy - Milwaukee 
Marci and Lance Pittleman ï Glendale 
Anne Plichta ï Milwaukee 
Elizabeth A. Staehler ï Thiensville 
Judith Winn ï Shorewood 

±h¢9w {9w±L/9{ 

Tuesday, April 2, 2019 ï Spring General Election 
March 13: Last day to register to vote online or by mail. 
Learn about the Supreme Court candidates at VOTE411.org 

Whatôs on the Ballot? 

Whatôs On the Ballot in Milwaukee Candidate Candidate 

Wis. Supreme Court Justice Lisa Neubauer Brian K. Hagedorn 

Milw. County Circuit Court Br. 11 David Swanson  

Milw. County Circuit Court Br. 26 William Pocan  

Milw. County Circuit Court Br. 36 Laura Crivello  

Milw. County Circuit Court Br. 40 Danielle Shelton Andrew A. Jones 

Milw. County Circuit Court Br. 41 Audrey Skwierawski  

Milw. Municipal Judge Br. 2 Derek C. Mosely  

Milw. Municipal Judge Br. 3 Phil Chavez  

Milw. School Board At Large Stephanie Dugan Bob Peterson 

Milw. School Board Dist. 1 Shyla Deacon Marva Herndon 

Milw. School Board Dist. 2 Wendell Harris Erika Siemsen 

Milw. School Board Dist. 3 Catrina Crane Sequanna Taylor 

Milw. School Board Dist. 8 Megan OôHalloran Kathryn Gabor 

Go to myvote.wi.gov to find your polling place, see your ballot and find contact information for your 

municipal clerk to learn about about early voting (absentee voting by mail or in person)  
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Comit® por el Voto Latino (CVL)/

Latinx Voter Outreach: 

TSu Voto es Su VozΗ 
Eloisa G·mez 

 

Did you know?  
¶ There are now 43 Latinx members in Congress. 

Hereôs a good overview article: https://

www.boston.com/ƴŜǿǎ/politics/2018/12/14/their-

numbers-growing-latinos-gain-clout-in-new-

congress 

¶ More Latinx Millennials (born between 1988-

1996) and post millennials (born in or after 1997) 

are becoming a larger percentage of the voting 

age population. According to the Pew Research 

Center, ñThe median age among the nationôs 35 

million U.S.-born Latinos is only 19 (Stepler and 

Brown, 2015), and Latino youth will be the main 

driver of growth among Latino eligible voters 

over the next two decades. Between 2012 and 

2016, about 3.2 million young U.S.-citizen Lati-

nos will have advanced to adulthood and become 

eligible to vote, according to Pew Research Cen-

ter projections. Nearly all of them are U.S. born. 

      On an annual basis, some 803,000 U.S.-born  

      Latinos reached adulthood in recent years. 

      Source: US Census. 

 

ñWould you like to learn more about this  

constituency? Interested in knowing more about our 

Voter Services committee, Comit® por el Voto Latino 

(CVL)/Latinx Voter Outreach Team? Please join us 

on Saturday, March 16 th at 10:00 a.m. at the  

Mitchell Street Library on 9th Ave. and Mitchell St. 

Weôll be in their community room. Look for signage 

once inside. You are welcome to join us. Contact us 

at votolatino@lwvmilwaukee.org and we can provide 

more interesting news on this growing population and 

its impact on public policy. 

 

Can you help? 
Our Comit® por el Voto Latino (CVL)/Latinx Voter 

Outreach Team is working on translating candidate 

position definitions for the upcoming April 2nd 

Elections. Please let us know if you would like to 

help distribute bilingual flyers on Milwaukeeôs South 

side such as to churches, nonprofits 

and schools. We hope to translate and format the  

flyer by early March. You can reach us 

at:votolatino@lwvmilwaukee.org TGraciasΗ 

±h¢9w {9w±L/9{ 

 

Voter Services at Work 

New Banner  

Voter Registration 

and   

OVR Training  

https://www.boston.com/news/politics/2018/12/14/their-numbers-growing-latinos-gain-clout-in-new-congress
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