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President’s Message
Buckle up -- it’s going to be a bumpy ride through a turbulent election season. Widespread fear and stress
related to the pandemic, the economy and a sharply divided electorate create a daunting challenge for
election officials and voters alike. The political rancor has been exacerbated by efforts to undermine public
confidence in the safety of voting by mail and the integrity of elections. The effects on our democracy could
be devastating.
The League prides itself on staying above the political fray, but it may appear we’re drawn into it when
attacks on voting rights and election integrity are coming from one direction (as Doris “Granny D.” Haddock
said, sometimes the truth itself is partisan). As always, we remain attentive to our mission: empowering
voters and defending democracy. As always, we maintain a nonpartisan focus on the issues: ensuring that
voters can cast ballots safely from home or in person, and that the entire process is done in a way that is
transparent and accessible.
While there’s plenty to worry about regarding the upcoming election, there’s also good news: The
Milwaukee Bucks announced a partnership with LWVMC to promote voting (see page 2). This collaboration
is the result of the work of members over many years who have built the League’s stellar reputation in the
community.

Peggy Creer, LWVMC President

While adhering to safe practices during the pandemic, each of us can promote voting from home by amplifying LWV messaging in your social
circles. Follow us @lwvmilwaukee on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. Forward our emails with important voting information. Get creative by
making your own pro-voting yard signs.
Spread the word:
• Encourage those who need to register/update their voter registration to do it early.
• Request absentee ballot early.
• Help those who don’t have access to technology needed to use MyVote.wi.gov.
• Be sure ballot envelopes have voter signature and witness signature/address.
• Return ballots early (consider dropping off at municipal clerk’s office or in ballot drop-boxes).
• Recruit poll workers for Election Day.
• Remind people that the huge increase in absentee voting means it is highly unlikely the ballots will be processed by midnight
Nov. 3. State law does not allow the ballot envelopes to be opened before 7 a.m. on Election Day.
Together, we can make a difference in encouraging people to make a plan to vote. Thanks for all you do to promote participation in our
democracy!
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SEPTEMBER 2020 CALENDAR
2 Wednesday 5:30pm
CLV-LVO Meeting
Will meet remotely
Contact: Eloisa Gómez
gomez.eloisa11@gmail.com

18 Friday 9:30am
Virtual League Café
Will meet remotely
Contact: Mary Sussman
maryksussman@gmail.com

9 Wednesday 6:30-8:30pm
LWVMC Board Meeting
Will meet remotely
Contact: Peggy Creer
peggy.creer@gmail.com

21 Monday 12:30-2:00pm
Membership Committee
Will meet remotely
Contact: Barbara Rasmussen

15 Tuesday 12:00-1:00pm
Lunch and Learn: Strong
Women Stand up for
Themselves—Stronger
Women Stand up for Others
Will meet remotely
Contact: Patricia McFarland
mcfarlap@gmail.com

23 Wednesday 6:00-7:30pm
Natural Resources Committee
Meeting
Will meet remotely
Contact: Ann Batiza
nr@lwvmilwaukee.org

barbararasmussen50@gmail.com

OCTOBER 2020 CALENDAR
9 Friday All Day
The Voter Deadline
Contact: Nancy Maloney
ngm.lwvmc@gmail.com
14 Wednesday 6:30-8:30pm
LWVMC Board Meeting
Will meet remotely
Contact: Peggy Creer
peggy.creer@gmail.com

23 Friday 9:30am
League Café Book Club—
Invisible Americans: The Tragic
Story of Child Poverty by Jeff
Madrick
Will meet remotely
Contact: Mary Sussman
maryksussman@gmail.com

19 Monday 12:30 - 2:00pm
Membership Committee
Will meet remotely
Contact: Barbara Rasmussen
barbararasmussen50@gmail.com
20 Tuesday 12:00-1:00pm
Virtual Lunch and Learn: Strong
Women Stand up for Themselves—Stronger Women Stand
up for Others
Contact: Patricia McFarland
mcfarlap@gmail.com

28 Wednesday 6:00-7:30pm
Natural Resources Committee
Meeting
Will meet remotely
Contact: Ann Batiza
nr@lwvmilwaukee.org

ALL LWVMC in-person public events are CANCELED through at least the remainder of 2020 due to the COVID-19 public
health emergency. Although our office is closed, we are checking mail, voicemail and email regularly.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Milwaukee Bucks Launch
'Bucks Vote' Campaign
Organization commits to educate, engage and inspire community
about voting process
The Milwaukee Bucks are launching Bucks Vote, a new commitment to
dedicate the organization’s time, resources and platform to empower
people to exercise their right to vote.
Beginning on August 11, in conjunction with Wisconsin’s partisan
primary elections, the Bucks will share information and opportunities to
better educate, engage and inspire the local community about the voting
process in the months leading up to Election Day on Nov. 3, and
beyond. This information will include:
• The overall voting process and information about the role of
elected officials
• How to register to vote in advance of and in-person on election day
• How to fill out ballots for absentee or mail-in voting
• How to sign up to work at polling sites on Election Day

educated on this process,” said Milwaukee Bucks Senior Vice President
Alex Lasry. “This is a core part of what we believe in as an organization
and Bucks Vote is another way we’ll use our platform and our
company’s ideals to help influence positive change in our community.”
To further this commitment, the Bucks will work with national and local
organizations to help educate the community on the overall voting
process and the core functions of local and national government.
Initially, these local organizations include the ACLU of
Wisconsin and League of Women Voters of Milwaukee County, and
on a national level, When We All Vote.
Internally, the Bucks organization will commit to helping fill the need for
poll workers by encouraging its employees to work at polling sites in
their local precincts. Election Day will also be a company holiday for all
full-time employees of the Bucks and Fiserv Forum.

Bucks fans within Wisconsin can learn how to register and vote by
visiting https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/ and fans outside of Wisconsin can
visit https://www.whenweallvote.org/Bucks/ to register to vote in their
state. In the months preceding Election Day and beyond, the Bucks
organization will continue to seek new ways to utilize its platform and
resources to empower people to exercise their right to vote. More
information on this long-term commitment will be announced at a later
“Voting has a significant impact locally in our day-to-day lives and the
Bucks organization is committed to helping advocate for a fair and equal date.
voting process for everyone and to help all of us become better
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From 1920 to 2020
The League of Women Voters of Milwaukee County
Celebrates 100 Years of Women’s Suffrage
MILWAUKEE
LIGHTS UP
IN CELEBRATION
Capitol Times, Madison, WI
August 27, 1920.

Wisconsin Gas Building

Milwaukee Art Museum

Milwaukee County
Historical Society

Discovery World

Fiserv Forum

Photos by Judith Winn and Debby Tewes
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MEMBERSHIP
New Members
Shirley Halloran, Membership Committee

Carol Alexander, Milwaukee
Mary Allen, Milwaukee
Sarah Bates, Waukesha
Katie Bohlin, Muskego
Nicholas Bokas, Wauwatosa
Lenore Burger, Milwaukee
Mary Jo Burgoyne, Milwaukee
Jeremy, Joseph, and Michael Cherny, Mukwonago
Lisa Conley, Oconomowoc
Natalia Espina, Milwaukee
Shannon Fox, Mukwonago
Catherine Friel-Dombeck, Wauwatosa
Jacqueline Gessner, Shorewood
Jean and Justin Heffernan, Whitefish Bay
Matthew Hunstiger, Milwaukee
Mairin Jerse, Milwaukee
Mary Kashian, Milwaukee
Krystal Klapatch, Delafield
Avi Lank, Whitefish Bay
Theresa M. Lowder, Brown Deer
Vincent L. Martin, Saratoga, CA
April McCarty, Brookfield

Susan McClurg, Waukesha
Guy McDonald, Shorewood
Carole McFarlin, Brookfield
Kelli Miller, Greendale
Patricia Morrill, Racine
Erica Ramirez, Milwaukee
Jack Reinhoeffer, Shorewood
Christine Rich and Lucy Merkel, Milwaukee
Wendellyn (Wendy) Rickard, West Allis
Marilu Rodriguez Kroll, Milwaukee
Brandi Rodriquez, Milwaukee
Aycha and Andrew Sawa, Milwaukee
Lena Scheibengraber, Milwaukee
Lindsay Schwarz, Milwaukee
Jacki Scudder, Milwaukee
Deb and Paul Sendry, Glendale
Kathleen (Kit) Slawski, Wauwatosa
Stephen Steen, Elm Grove
Pamela Stokke-Ceci, Milwaukee
Jessica Suhr and Jerry Tollefson, Milwaukee
Jim Tidey, Waukesha
Andrew Tully, Milwaukee
Laura Wright, Wauwatoa

Everyone on this impressive list has joined us this summer. Welcome! In several instances here, new household memberships were
formed by spouse, partners, etc. who joined with someone who was already an individual League member. That pleases us.
The Milwaukee League is not numbers driven, but it’s noteworthy that we reached the 600-member mark recently. May all 600 be
enriched by their League experience. We so look forward to the day when it’s possible to meet new members in person. In the
meantime, be assured that you’re among people who care about issues.

Of Celebrations, Mergers and Diversity
Barbara Rasmussen, Membership Chair

History is important. Our LWV history is important, not only to us, but to those who will follow. We are grateful to those who started
LWV 100 years ago, and we are grateful to those in our LWVMC who have work diligently over many years to develop us into what
we are today.
At our celebrations in August we documented special memories of those who have been members for 50 years and longer. One of
those long-time members was inspired by a significant occasion that took place 31 years ago. On April 22, 1989 the Wauwatosa,
North Shore, and Greater Milwaukee Leagues joined forces in order to make an even stronger impact in this community. Phyllis Wax
had the presence of mind and the creative talent to compose the following poem. Even though we have new language for certain
concepts today, she reflected on the need for diversity and inclusion in our membership at that time. It is our sincere goal to continue
on that path as we grow into the future. Please enjoy her words (on the next page).
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MEMBERSHIP
Birth of a League
By Phyllis Wax
After years in gestation and
two and a half in labor,
some ninety of us were there
for the actual birth.
From all over the county we gathered:
from West Allis and Wauwatosa,
from Shorewood and Greenfield,
from Hales Corners, the City of Milwaukee, from Whitefish Bay
(and you couldn’t tell by looking who was from where,
we were all Leaguers),
Leaguers, gathered to be part of this historic happening,
to witness the birth some had dreamed of years ago,
prematurely perhaps,
and inadequately prepared for,
that time bitterly aborted.
Most came to cheer,
to say “amen” and to bask in the prospects
and possibilities of this new being.
(Did others, conspicuous in their absence,
stay away because they feared Leaguers would do
bad things to Leaguers?)
Some were not there because
they do not know we exist,
or they do not recognize our common concerns.
Black women
and yellow, brown and red—
without them as members
our baby sooner or later will be considered
deficient,
might not develop an eye
for the total picture, an ear for harmony
or the reputation for inclusiveness
which is necessary for the dignity and
credibility of the League
to endure.
We heard women proudly identify themselves as from
the League of Women Voters of Milwaukee County
and we heard others
for whom habit will take a while to break.
But it will.
We heard impressive women
speak to bylaws and budget,
thinking women, who raised questions,
level-headed women, who proposed solutions,
fair women, willingly abiding by the vote,
whichever way it went.

And names were read out:
the name of the woman selected to be
the first president of this baby League,
and we were proud;
the names of the officers and the board of directors,
and we were equally proud.
These were women of stature.
They were not flashy women
(because the League is not flashy),
but steady, sensible women,
women who had been nurtured
within the mother Leagues and had grown into confidence.
They were women of substance
whom we can trust to represent us well.
They will speak for us with authority,
and the validity of our research,
our study and our consensus
will support them,
our numbers and our strength
will sustain them.
They will need our assistance
as they help this new League remember its heritage,
a tradition of working for the well-being
of the community.
We may have to remind them
that the community expands
and contracts, depending on the issue.
We will have to help them determine which issues
overflow man-made boundaries and splash
onto all of us
and which are more limited.
We and they will have to be wise enough
and courageous enough
to recognize that some matters can be effectively acted upon
only when we apply our combined intellects,
our combined resources,
not as difficult a task as it once was,
but still not an easy one.
We expect great things of this baby
born of three mothers.
If each of us cherishes
and patiently nurtures this child,
while remembering the necessity of training,
the necessity of discipline,
it will reach its full potential.
What more can we ask?

If you have been, or know someone who has been, a member of the League of Women Voters for 50 years or longer, please let us know by
contacting Barbara Rasmussen at barbararasmussen50@gmail.com. To view the video of Lifetime Members, please go to:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCLHtjKKRO8&feature=youtu.be
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MEMBERSHIP
Watch for our Volunteers Needed! Logo
Judith Winn, MET Committee
You will be seeing the Volunteers Needed! Logo on the website (Members>Volunteers), in the biweekly updates and in upcoming issues of The Voter. The Membership Engagement Team (MET) is
using the logo to draw attention to opportunities for you to get involved in projects and activities - both
ongoing and short-term - to support the League’s mission. We will post opportunities and provide links
to more detailed information (e.g, time commitments, skills needed, expected duration of projects and
contact information). Please look for this logo.

Meanwhile, please fill out the Member Involvement Survey (Member Involvement Survey) if you have not done so. The current version was
developed in the summer of 2019. Even if you responded to an earlier version, please respond to this newest one so we have updated and consistent information. Also, if you are looking to get involved in particular activities, feel free to contact the MET at volunteer@lwvmilwaukee.org.
A reminder to leaders - let the MET know your needs for volunteers by contacting us at the above web address too.

Lunch & Learn
Patricia McFarland, Lunch and Learn Coordinator

Strong Women Stand Up For Themselves—Stronger Women Stand Up For Others.
Join us for League of Women Voters of Milwaukee Country as we strengthen friendships, address strategies to meet basic human needs, and
share big ideas on poverty & systemic racism that cause our state to be ranked the worst state for Black children and their families.
Let’s mark our calendars for the third Tuesday at noon: September 15, October 20, November 17, December 15 and January 19
Our Lunch & Learn meetings will occur virtually until we can return to Sojourner Family Peace Center.
September 15: “All Of Us Need All Of Us To Make It” Debra Gillispie, activist in LWV and Founder of Mothers Against Gun Violence/MAGV
October 20: “Concerned Activists—Keep on Loving Boldly” Liz Harris-Hodge, concerned activist, human rights activist, feminist, educator, antidomestic violence advocate, Baptist Minister, book lover, and mentor
November 17: “Empowering Mothers and Moving Forward Together”
Wanda Montgomery, executive position at Children’s Hospital, Village of Brown Deer President and starting a business with an aim to support
the empowerment of mothers.
December 15: “Reckoning With Race, Creating Community As We Deepen Racial Justice”
Rhonda Hill, who professionally helps people find entry points to unpack racism while facilitating difficult conversations such as white supremacy
and privilege, asking the right questions to listen with faith and love.
January 19: “Forward Together, Not One Step Back.”
Barbara Toles, former LWVMC president, SDC Commissioner, Union Activist -Local 212 Retiree
Chapter and Committee on Political Education. Former member of the Wisconsin State Assembly,
represented the 17th Assembly District, January 2004 -July 2012. Organizer with Milwaukee Area
Technical College Retiree Association
What will help us choose to be better rather than bitter in 2021?
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VOTER SERVICES

Words from the late John Lewis,
Civil Rights leader, in a letter he wrote to be
published on the day of his funeral ~
"...Ordinary people with extraordinary vision can redeem the soul of America by getting
in what I call good trouble, necessary trouble. Voting and participating in the democratic
process are key. The vote is the most powerful nonviolent change agent you have in a
democratic society. You must use it because it is not guaranteed. You can lose it."

"...In my life I have done all I can to demonstrate that the way of peace, the way of love

and nonviolence is the more excellent way. Now it is your turn to let freedom ring.
When historians pick up their pens to write the story of the 21st century, let them say
that it was your generation who laid down the heavy burdens of hate at last and that
peace finally triumphed over violence, aggression and war. So I say to you, walk with the
wind, brothers and sisters, and let the spirit of peace and the power of everlasting love be
your guide."

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/30/opinion/john-lewis-civil-rights-america.html
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VOTER SERVICES
Comité por el Voto Latino (CVL)/Latinx Voter Outreach:
¡Su Voto es Su Voz!
Eloisa Gómez, Committee Chair
El mes de la Herencia Hispana – el 15 de Septiembre al 15 de Octubre/Hispanic Heritage Month, September 15 to October 15, will be observed across our country. It’s an appropriate time to reflect on the role of Latinos in our society—contributions, struggles and potential. The
Latino/Latinx electorate, the second largest in the U.S, is expected to vote in unprecedented numbers in the November elections. 14.5 million Latinos are estimated to be eligible voters in our country.
Locally, we know that Latinos vote less than other racial/ethnic groups in Wisconsin and Milwaukee. City wards here, where a concentration of
Latinos live, have lower voter turnout than other racial/ethnic groups; yet there has been voter growth since 2018. The age factor alone could be
one reason; Latinos are the youngest populations among racial/ethnic groups and can have an increased voice in the electorate.
A history of Latinx voter suppression exists, however. One example that I keep in mind comes from Señora Irene Santos, who once shared with me
that in Crystal City, Texas, where she grew up, Latinos had to pay a poll tax to vote until the mid-1960s. She stated, “This prevented many of us
from voting because we didn't have the money and we knew it was wrong.” The poll tax was eventually defeated by local, statewide and national
efforts culminating in the 1965 Voter Rights Act. Contemporary versions of Poll Tax-like restrictions challenge our right to vote such as: Stricter
voter ID laws, reductions in voting times, registration restrictions, the purging of voter rolls and now the Covid-19 Pandemic.
Identifying the obstacles and strategizing counter efforts takes a commitment of many individuals and organizations working together. I commend
the ongoing work of our CVL-LVO team, who have volunteered hundreds of hours of outreach work this past year. The LWVMC’s many dedicated
volunteers and our statewide League staff are mobilizing the dissemination of targeted voter education materials in Latino communities and
through social media. Equally critical has been our growing network of organizational partners who are promoting Spanish and bilingual literature
and videos. This includes the first year in which candidates’ responses to LWV questions for statewide and congressional races are now available
in Spanish.
.
As we celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month, I am hopeful that the Latino community will have a greater voice in building our democracy. I encourage
you all to visit the LWVWI website to see the array of Spanish language resources.

TAKE THE NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION DAY CHALLENGE!!!
September 22, 2020
Contact At Least Three Newly Eligible Voters/Already Registered Voters to make sure they have the information
they need.
Contact your family members, neighbors, co-workers; networks.
• Encourage them to check their registration status at myvote.wi.gov
• Ask if they have changed their address (even just an apartment number) since the last time they voted. If yes, they need to re-register.
• Tell them to change their address online with the DMV at DMV Address Change if they have moved and then be sure they re-register
at myvote.wi.gov
• If they have never registered to vote tell them to go to myvote.wi.gov where they can do that easily if they have a current and valid WI
Driver License or WI State ID.
• If they have never received a WI ID or Driver License they can go to www.myvote.wi.gov to complete a voter registration application that
they can download, print and return the completed application to their local municipal clerk along with an acceptable proof of residence.
• Encourage them to use VOTE411 to get information about candidates on their ballot.
• Encourage them to vote absentee by mail/in-person/at a drop-off box. If mailing your absentee ballot be sure there will be enough time
for your ballot to be received by 8 pm on Election Day so it will be counted.
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VOTER SERVICES
EDUCATE YOURSELF SO YOU CAN SHARE
ACCURATE INFORMATION
Check out these resources from the Voter Services Team
Online Voter Registration Tutorial- developed by LWV of Milwaukee County and the LWV of Wisconsin, this slideshow provides step-by-step
info on how to register to vote online; how to complete a voter registration online for printing (for those without a State ID or Driver’s License and
for everyone during the Closed Period which is 20 days prior to each election).
LWVWI OVR Tutorial - Public with notes2020.pptx
V1 ABRIL 27, 2020 TRADUCCIÓN LWVWI OVR Tutorial (final)
Photo ID for Voting Tutorial: developed by the League of Women Voters of Milwaukee County this slideshow provides info on the requirements for photo ID for voting in Wisconsin.
Photo ID for Voting Slideshow.pdf

VIDEOS - Videos on How to Request and Complete an Absentee Ballot.
Decide which will work best for your purposes.
•

Absentee Ballot Video #1: From City of Madison: Completing your absentee ballot:
Voting Absentee by Mail

•

Absentee Ballot Video #1a: Completing your absentee ballot in Spanish

•

Absentee Ballot Video #2: From All Voting is Local:Requesting an absentee ballot to be able to vote by mail:
How to Vote by Mail in Wisconsin

•

Absentee Ballot Video #3: From WI Disability Vote Coalition:Requesting an absentee ballot:
Absentee Ballot Video: From WI Disability Vote

•

Absentee Ballot Video #4: From As Goes Wisconsin: Requesting an Absentee Ballot:
Absentee Ballots for the Rest of 2020- Updated Steps — As Goes Wisconsin

•

Absentee Ballot Video #5: From ACLU WI: If this is your first time voting absentee, feel free to check out this helpful video, which
walks through each step of the process.

Como pedir su papeleta de votacion en linea 202...

Información del Votante: Voter Registration and Voting Information in Spanish from the League of Women Voters of WI https://my.lwv.org/
wisconsin/informaci%C3%B3n-del-votante

Resources from the Wisconsin Elections Commission
My Vote Online Voter Registration: Register to vote online, if eligible or begin the registration process online; Check your
voter registration status; Find your polling place; Find the date of your next local election; See what’s on your ballot; Request
an absentee ballot www.myvote.wi.gov Find my municipal clerk: My Municipal Clerk

MyVoter Guides: Proof of Residence; Elderly; Ex-Felons; College students and others. https://elections.wi.gov/
publications/brochures/voter-guides

Leaguers: You can help Get Out The Vote! It’s easy.
Are you on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram? Please LIKE , FOLLOW and SHARE our social media pages.
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VOTER SERVICES
NOW IS THE TIME:. Empowered voters can
defend our democracy!
Mary Voelker, VOTE411 Steering Committee

LOOKING AHEAD TO SPRING 2021 ELECTION
Will You Help Us Reach More Voters About Local Candidates and
Issues?

While the focus in November is on national, state, and county level
races, spring brings us back to local races. Last spring, with the help of
community volunteers, we covered local races in Milwaukee and
Waukesha Counties and races in the nineteen (19) municipalities of
Important enough to say it twice! This is why we join the League of
Women Voters and it frames our call to action! The League encourages Milwaukee County: Bayside, Brown Deer, Cudahy, Fox Point, Franklin,
informed and active participation in government. The League influences Glendale, Greendale, Greenfield, Hales Corners, Milwaukee, Oak
policy through education and advocacy. It is nonpartisan and seeks to Creek, River Hills, St. Francis, Shorewood, South Milwaukee,
empower voters by increasing voter registration and educating voters on Wauwatosa, West Allis, West Milwaukee, Whitefish Bay. With the
continued assistance of community volunteers we can cover races in
the candidates and the issues.
these communities again in spring 2021 and expand to include the
The first step toward being an empowered voter is to be registered and eighteen (18) Milwaukee County school district races.
have a plan to vote safely. Now that we are registered to vote how do
we get the right people elected who will be willing to do the right thing to Also in spring 2021, we can expand to cover races in the eight (8)
municipalities in Waukesha County with populations greater than
defend our democracy?
10,000. These include the Cities of Brookfield, Muskego, New Berlin,
Oconomowoc, Pewaukee, Waukesha and the Villages of Menomonee
One of the biggest barriers to intelligent voting is getting information
Falls and Sussex.
about the candidates that we can trust. The League of Women Voters
Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy. (www.lwv.org)
Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy (www.lwvmilwaukee.org)

Education Fund operates VOTE411.org, and our local Milwaukee
County League is pleased to be part of this national effort for
2020. VOTE411.org is the League of Women Voters’ online voter guide
providing candidate answers to questions posed around issues facing
them in the offices for which they are running.
In November, there are Milwaukee and Waukesha County presidential,
congressional, state senate, and state assembly district races with
questions posed by LWV US and LWV WI. There are eight local countywide races in Milwaukee and Waukesha County with questions posed
by LWV MC: County Clerk, County Treasurer, Register of Deeds, and
District Attorney. A distinctive feature of VOTE411.org is that for all
races, candidate responses are in their own words.
WHAT’S NEW THIS YEAR?
The League of Women Voters of Wisconsin published its fall voter guide
in Spanish on its website at https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin/informaciondel-votante to ensure Wisconsin voters who speak Spanish have
essential information about the election. We thank Eloisa Gomez and
the Latinx Voter Outreach Team for their efforts to make this
happen. For the first time, we are posing questions to candidates in
English and in Spanish.
CALL TO ACTION:
1. After September 17, go to www.vote411.org and type in your
address. You’ll find your ballot for November including offices that are
up for election and who is running. Compare the candidate answers to
the questions posed by the national, state, and local Leagues to make
informed decisions on Election Day, November 3.
2. Talk it up! Spread the word about the VOTE411.org Voter Guide to
family, friends and colleagues. Share postings on Facebook about
VOTE411.org as the unbiased resource to learn about candidates and,
in their own words, their thoughts on issues facing our
communities. Wisconsin voters that speak Spanish can access
information about the upcoming election at https://my.lwv.org/ wisconsin/
aprenda-sobre-los-candidatos-y-asuntos

We welcome Ruth Jones to the VOTE411 Steering Committee. Ruth
will recruit Waukesha community volunteers and assist Mary Ellen
Spicuzza with the technical aspects of VOTE411.org.
COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS
And do we ever need community volunteers!! If you’ve been counting,
this year we need forty-five (45) volunteers to make our plan
succeed! Please step up to volunteer as a member of the community
where you live. Community volunteers contact the city/village clerk or
the school district in early fall to find out what races are up for
election. They ask how, when, and where candidate information will be
available. Then on January 7, right after the January 6 candidate filing
deadline, they reconnect with the clerk or school district to get the
names and contact information for all certified candidates.
Visit https://tinyurl.com/2021-Election-Volunteer-Form to indicate your
interest in helping obtain this information for your municipality or school
district. The time frame for the spring election is very tight and getting all
the candidates and their contact information at the filing deadline is
critical to inviting them to participate in VOTE411.org.
Even before all the candidates running for office in the spring are known,
we are at work developing question sets for each race. While many of
the issues we ask candidates about are the same across all
communities, there are differences and hot button issues specific to
particular communities. Community volunteers with their knowledge of
what is happening locally can sometimes provide leads on insightful and
meaningful questions to ask their local candidates.
If you want more information before indicating an interest in becoming a
community volunteer, please contact:
Sarajane Kennedy at sarajane.kennedy@gmail.com 414-453-3494 for
Milwaukee County communities and school districts.
Ruth Page Jones at rpjones@ameritech.net 262-366-3803 for
Waukesha County communities.
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FORUMS, POSITIONS AND ACTION
Update: Lake Superior, Victim of Enbridge Pipeline 5
Louise Petering, President of LWVWI and member of LWVMC Natural Resources Committee
The Enbridge Pipeline 5 has run fossil fuels from western Canada to
eastern Canada through northern Wisconsin and Michigan since 1953.
It is not clear that Wisconsin receives any of the transported fuel which
nonetheless endangers watersheds that feed Lake Superior.
In 2017, the Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Chippewa refused to
renew an easement agreement where Pipeline 5 crosses their land
near Ashland. They filed suit in 2019 to have Pipeline 5
removed. Enbridge responded by proposing a rerouting of the pipeline
around the southern end of the Bad River Reservation. But both
construction and spills along the proposed reroute would continue to
threaten the Bad River Watershed which feeds into Lake Superior
through their land. Construction and spills would threaten the spawning
sites for walleye and northern pike, the trout streams that feed into Lake
Superior and the Bad River Band’s ancient wild rice harvesting areas
that brought them to this area.
Wisconsin regulatory authority over this portion of Line 5 now lies
largely with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources,
currently analyzing the environmental impacts of the proposed project.
A July WI DNR hearing regarding wetlands and waterway permits drew
about 100 people testifying by Zoom overwhelmingly against
authorization (including League members from Ashland and Bayfield
Counties, Milwaukee County and LWVWI). At the end of July Enbridge
withdrew its earlier petition to the WI Public Service Commission to
seize properties through eminent domain along the route, but now
Enbridge seems to have purchased the property it needs.

To lay the pipeline along the proposed 41 miles of rerouting, Enbridge
has requested a 120 foot-wide corridor. Construction would tear up 600
acres of the Bad River watershed while heavy equipment and piles of
dredged materials would disturb the area and compress the ground.
Rains would erode loosened materials throughout the watershed,
eventually carrying them through Copper Falls State Park and the
Kakagon Slough on the Bad River Reservation (an area designated a
“Ramsar Wetland” of international significance) to Lake Superior.
Waterway crossings and cuts needed to lay pipeline would destabilize a
region already threatened by unusually heavy rains - rains projected to
be amplified by further climate change. While 185 of 186 waterways
would be temporarily bridged, the disruption of currently stable features
will likely persist; hundreds of pounds of sediments would be added to
stream flow during and after construction.
If the line is permitted, 109 acres of wetland will be damaged with 30
acres of wooded wetland destroyed. The watershed currently filters
and processes suspended and dissolved materials; that free ecosystem
service will be lost. We cannot predict the long-term costs of that loss
in an area recently experiencing frequent heavy rains and washed out
roads and culverts.
The rerouting risks a polluted Lake Superior, the grandest of our Great
Lakes. It remains an unacceptable risk to many in the region, including
members of the Bad River Reservation and their descendants. Never
mind the impact of the fuel itself on climate change.
Watch for action updates on this issue.

SEEKING SPIRITED SALES
REPS FOR COFFEE SALE
We are seeking a few good sales
reps to sell our League-branded
coffee for the second annual
Coffee for Our Cause sale that
will begin in October 2020. If you
think you can sell 10 pounds or more of coffee to your
family, friends and personal network, we need you!
Last year our sales team sold more than 500 pounds of
coffee and raised much-needed dollars for the League
of Women Voters of Milwaukee County. COVID-19 is
preventing us from doing some of our other fundraising activities, but the coffee sale is still on. If you
can lend a hand, please contact Mary Sussman:
maryksussman@gmail.com.

RENEW!!!
Many thanks to everyone who
renewed their memberships before
the June 30 deadline. We’re hard at
work to keep our efforts to empower
voters and defend democracy on
track and your support is vital. If you
have not yet renewed for 2020/2021,
it is not too late!
Click here to renew your
membership.
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Join Up! Join In! Join the League of Women Voters – Today!
Empowering voters. Defending democracy.

The League of Women Voters is an
organization fully committed to diversity,
equity, and inclusion in principle and in
practice. Diversity, equity, and inclusion
are central to the organization’s current
and future success in engaging all
individuals, households, communities,
and policy makers in creating a more
perfect democracy.

Milwaukee County Yearly Membership Dues:
___$70 Individual (covers state and national dues* + $8 for the work of our Milwaukee County League)
___$25 First Year Individual Option (covers some of the state and national dues* - limited number available)
___$10 Student (no state or national dues required; $10 for the work of our Milwaukee County League)

___$100 Sustaining Individual (covers dues* + $38 for membership expansion and our League’s work)
___$170 Centennial Individual (covers dues* + $108 for the work of our Milwaukee County League)
___$110 Household (covers dues* + $17 for the work of our Milwaukee County League)
* For each membership, our League sends dues of $30 to the State and $32 to the National League offices.
We also send $15 (State) and $16 (National) for each additional person within a Household membership.

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
Email Address: __________________________________________________________________________
Phone: Home (

)_____________________________ Mobile (

Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion Policy

)_____________________________

There shall be no barriers to full
participation in this organization on the
basis of gender, gender identity, ethnicity,
race, native or indigenous origin, age,
generation, sexual orientation, culture,
religion, belief system, marital status,
parental status, socioeconomic status,
language, accent, ability status, mental
health, educational level or background,
geography, nationality, work style, work
experience, job role function, thinking
style, personality type, physical
appearance, political perspective or
affiliation and/or any other characteristic
that can be identified as recognizing or
illustrating diversity.

Please complete this form - make your check payable to LWVMC - and mail to:
League of Women Voters of Milwaukee County, 6737 W. Washington St., Suite 2218, West Allis, WI 53214
OR join online at lwvmilwaukee.org/members (add $2 if using PayPal)

Revised August 2020

Thank you!

League of Women Voters - Nonprofit, nonpartisan since 1920!

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
6737 W Washington St Ste 2218
West Allis, WI 53214

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF MILWAUKEE COUNTY
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