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Agenda - Lead Issues in Milwaukee Roundtable #2: 

Testing for Sources of Lead and Preventing Lead Poisoning 
October 22, 2019, 1-3 pm, Summit Place, 6737 W. Washington Street, West Allis 53214 

 

Thank you for participating in the second roundtable sponsored by the League of Women Voters 

of Milwaukee County.  This discussion will focus on issues surrounding sources of lead poisoning and 

prevention of lead poisoning in order to see where improvements might be possible.  Although our 

focus is on Milwaukee, it is important to see how regional and state practices and policies impact 

Milwaukee’s solutions. 

I. Welcome! (10 minutes) 

II. Questions to Guide Discussion: (80 minutes) Small group discussions will be followed by summation 

of responses after each section. BURNING QUESTIONS that suggest action items will be developed as 

each section is discussed.   

A. CURRENT POLICY and PRACTICE - regarding testing for sources of lead poisoning (25 minutes) 

1. What policies (local and state) are in place regarding testing for sources of lead poisoning?  

What triggers testing and for which sources?  Are certain sources ignored or undertested?  

Is funding an impediment?  If so, how can that be addressed? 

2. What tests are administered and where?  What are the research-based limitations of those 

tests or other barriers to accurate testing?  Can these policies/procedures be improved? 

Who oversees the accuracy and completeness of testing? 

3. What lead hazards might escape detection based on current test practices? What can 

improve the coverage of sources that need to be tested? 

4. To what extent does building or structure certification depend upon testing for lead 

hazards?  If so, what are the barriers to accurate testing and certification?  What can be 

done about any deficiencies? 

5. Can policies regarding testing for sources of lead poisoning be improved?  What role does 

the Wisconsin Department of Health Services play? Is funding an issue? 

B. CURRENT POLICY and PRACTICE - regarding lead poisoning prevention and lead hazard 

abatement (40 minutes) 

1. What current prevention and abatement policies and practices (local and state) are most 

effective for the various sources of lead hazards – paint and paint dust, water, soil, imported 

items, etc.? What are their limitations?  What is needed to increase or spread their 

prevention impact?  Are models from around the state or from other states useful here? 

2. Should special attention should be paid to the environments of pregnant women and new 

mothers?  If so, how and when? 

3. What current prevention and abatement policies and practices (local and state) are least 

effective?  What is needed to make improvements? 

4. What are the three most pressing issues that require immediate attention and resources 

to prevent lead poisoning and abate lead hazards?  Should this effort be localized to 

particular areas within Milwaukee?  Who can carry this out?  What funding is needed? 

C. NEW LEGISLATION, FUNDING and COOPERATION – regarding testing for sources of lead 

poisoning, lead poisoning prevention and lead hazard abatement (15 minutes)  
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1. Is local or state legislation needed to improve testing for sources of lead poisoning, and for 

prevention and abatement?   

2. How can community/city/state partnerships affect source detection, lead poisoning 

prevention, and abatement of lead hazards in Milwaukee? 

3. What funding sources are available for source detection, lead poisoning prevention and 

abatement?  What new sources can be generated? 

4. How best can the new “lead czar” position be used to enhance source detection, the 

prevention of lead poisoning, and abatement of lead hazards in Milwaukee?  What 

cooperation among state, city and community organizations will support the czar’s efforts?  

III.   SUMMING UP AND ACTION ITEMS – What can we as a group do to enhance source testing, 

prevent lead poisoning, and enhance lead-hazard abatement? (30 minutes)  

1. What are the key burning questions derived from today’s discussion? What can we do 

about them now? 

2. What can we do within our organizations to promote detection of sources of lead poisoning 

and enhance lead-hazard abatement? 

3. How can the new city budget be influenced to better address lead poisoning prevention and 

lead hazard abatement in Milwaukee?  What about state funds or other funding sources? 

4. Would another Roundtable on Lead Issues in Milwaukee (using lessons learned from 

Roundtables #1 and #2) - to prioritize solutions while considering effectiveness, cost, and 

needed resources - be useful? 

 

 

Resources brought to the meeting may be posted on the moderated LWVMC website at 

lwvmilwaukee.org with the permission of those sharing them and based on copyright laws, authenticity, 

accuracy and relevance.   

 

Written comments and issues raised during the discussion will contribute to a Report on this 

Roundtable. A version of that Report will be circulated among participants for comments and the final 

version will be posted on the League website at https://www.lwvmilwaukee.org/lead-issues-resources . 

 

Thank you very much for your contributions to this discussion. 

 

https://www.lwvmilwaukee.org/lead-issues-resources

