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President’s Message
If you’ve made any New Year’s resolutions under the category “make the world a
better place,” look to the League to help you fulfill them. With just two elections
this year (February 19 and April 2), we can focus on League advocacy work,
where we educate citizens on important issues and advocate for government policies that serve the public interests, thereby …. making the world (or at least our
community) a better place.
Topics of past public issues forums include: Lead Poisoning in Milwaukee;
Bridging the Polarization Divide; Housing & Evictions; Guns, Grief and Grace;
2020 Census and Fair Voting Maps; Impact of Environmental Deregulation; and Truth, Trust and
Democracy. There is much study and planning that goes into these events, and many ways to help out with
them and our other activities.
The best place to start, whether you’re a new member or want to become more active in League, is to attend
the Orientation on Jan. 30. This is a very informative and fun event, where you can learn about the many
ways to be involved in LWV and can meet people who share a passion for democracy and community service. The Jan.16 Program Making Meeting is another opportunity to learn more about League advocacy
work. Details on both events are in this issue.
We’ll be gearing up this year for a momentous 2020 -- it’s a big election year, as well as the 100th anniversary of the LWV! Your LWVMC membership automatically gives you LWV membership at all levels:
state, national, and regional. That’s a lot of information coming to your inbox. We’re making it easier to stay
informed about your Milwaukee League by introducing a bi-weekly e-news update later this month to supplement this bi-monthly newsletter. Our intention is to reduce the number of LWVMC emails you receive
by combining items in a regular e-news format.

Inside this issue:
Calendar…………..2, 3
Forums, Positions &
Action…………......4, 5
Membership……….5, 7
Voter Services…….8
History…………….9
Contact The Voter
Nancy Maloney:
ngm.lwvmc@gmail.com

So watch for updates on reinvigorated neighborhood unit meetings; upcoming
public issues forums and other events; LWV issues advocacy; and, of course,
the ongoing efforts of our amazing Voter Services team. I think you’ll find
League work enjoyable and fulfilling.
Looking forward to an exciting year,

Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy.

JANUARY 2019 CALENDAR
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Board Meeting - LWV Milwaukee County
1845 N. Farwell Ave, Milwaukee, WI 53202
Contact: Peggy Creer peggy.creer@gmail.com
Naturalization Ceremony (3 ceremonies)
8:30 - 12:30 517 E. Wisconsin Ave. Courtroom #320
Thursday
and 1:30 - Milwaukee, WI 53202
3:30pm
Contact: Mary Jo McDonald 962-8195
newcitizens@lwvmilwaukee.org
International Relations/Great Decisions Discussion Group
Wauwatosa Public Library—Firefly Room
Thursday
10:00-11:00
7635 W. North Ave. Wauwatosa, WI
visit www.lwvmilwaukee.org or email league@lwvmilwaukee.org
ERA Update public forum planning committee
Milwaukee Public Library—Bay View Branch
Monday
6:00 -7:00pm
2566 S. Kinnickinnic Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53207
Contact: Erin McCarthy dovermccarthy@gmail.com
Program Making Meeting
Eastcastle Place
Wednesday
6:00pm
2505 E. Bradford Ave. Milwaukee, WI
Contact: Kathy Johnson kathy.johnson.65aok@gmail.com
Membership Committee Meeting
St. Johns on the Lake
Monday
1:15 - 2:45pm
1840 N. Prospect Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53201
Contact: Barbara Rasmussen 414-791-0114
Natural Resources Committee
Conference Call - phone number TBD
Wednesday 6:00 -7:30pm
Contact : Louise Petering l.petering14@gmail.com or
Ann Batiza annwisc@gmail.com
Naturalization Ceremony (3 ceremonies)
8:30 12:30pm and 517 E. Wisconsin Ave. Courtroom #320
Thursday
Milwaukee, WI 53202
1:30 Contact: Mary Jo McDonald 962-8195
3:30pm
newcitizens@lwvmilwaukee.org
New Member Orientation
Next Door
Wednesday 3:30 -5:30pm
5310 W. Capitol Dr., Milwaukee, WI
Contact: Barbara Rasmussen 414-791-0114
Wednesday

6:00 8:00pm

Voter Registration at Naturalization Ceremonies
We now have the Naturalization Calendar through April. This is one of the most gratifying ways to assist new
voters in registering to vote. Check your inbox for dates and times available to volunteers. We have a firstcome-first-served policy in place, so get your request in early!
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FEBRUARY 2019 CALENDAR
7

Thursday

9

Saturday

13

Wednesday

14

Thursday

18

Monday

18

Monday

8:30am - Naturalization Ceremony / New Voter Registration (3 ceremonies)
12:30pm and 517 E. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53202 Courtroom 320
1:30-3:30pm Contact: Mary Jo McDonald newcitizens@lwvmilwaukee.org
The Voter Newsletter DEADLINE
Contact: Nancy Maloney ngm.lwvmc@gmail.com
Board Meeting - LWV Milwaukee County
6:00-8:00pm 1845 N. Farwell Ave, Milwaukee, WI 53202
Contact: Peggy Creer peggy.creer@gmail.com
International Relations - Great Decisions Discussion Group
10:00am Wauwatosa Public Library, Firefly Room
7635 W. North Ave., Wauwatosa, WI
Lunch and Learn
12:00 Sojourner Family Peace Center 619 W. Walnut St.,
1:00pm
Milwaukee, WI 53212
Membership Committee Meeting
Sojourner Family Peace Center 619 W Walnut St.,
1:15pm
Milwaukee, WI 53212
Contact: Barbara Rasmussen 414-791-0114
Spring Primary Election

19

Tuesday

20

Wednesday

21

Thursday

27

Wednesday

All day

VOTE!!!

Souper Supper Social and League Birthday!
Bay Shore Lutheran Church
6:00 - 8:00pm
1200 E. Hampton Rd., Milwaukee, WI 53217
Contact: Barbara Rasmussen: 414-791-0114
8:30am - Naturalization Ceremony / New Voter Registration (3 ceremonies)
12:30pm and 517 E. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53202 Courtroom 320
1:30-3:30pm Contact: Mary Jo McDonald newcitizens@lwvmilwaukee.org
Natural Resources Committee
Conference Call - phone number TBD
6:00 - 7:30pm
Contact : Louise Petering l.petering14@gmail.com or
Ann Batiza annwisc@gmail.com

Don’t forget to vote! Primary elections are on
Tuesday, February 19. Be sure your voice is
heard!
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FORUMS, POSITIONS & ACTION
Annual January Program Making Meeting
Kathy Johnson

Program making is an important step in the League’s ACTION process where we study and discuss an issue, reach consensus on a position, and take action on LWV positions.
Where does LWVMC start this process? At the January Program Making Meeting.
When and where is this important meeting? Wednesday, January 16 at 6 PM at Eastcastle Place, 2505 E. Bradford
Avenue on Milwaukee’s east side.
How do members participate in the process?
 All members are urged to consider issues important to them.
 Review League positions, national, state and local, at www.lwvmilwaukee.org/league-positions-studies.
 Send an email to Kathy Johnson at kathy.johnson.65aok@gmail.com about your issue of concern, how current
positions do or do not address the issue, information about what you want to see happen, and how you would like to
participate.
Being the change you want to see can begin with telling us what issues are important to you and how you and the
LWVMC can work to impact that issue.

League Will Pursue Next Steps after Forum on Lead

Ann Batiza PhD, Co-chair Natural Resources Committee, LWVMC VP Organization
The audience of 76 was evenly divided between members and non-members at the League’s November 17 Public Forum on Addressing Lead Issues: A Milwaukee Focus. This forum presented information about the critical issue of
lead in Milwaukee from three different perspectives:
The City of Milwaukee Health Department - Michael Stevenson, public health planner
Academic research - Assistant Professor Helen Meier, PhD, MPH, UW-Milwaukee School of Public Health
In-home Remediation - Carmen Reinmund, Lead Outreach Program Coordinator for Sixteenth Street Community
Health Centers
Co-sponsored by the Natural Resources and Social Policy Committees as well as various community partners, this
forum’s goal was to examine the scope of the problem and not pose an “either/or” question regarding whether to
focus on paint or water as a source of lead poisoning. National and state research presented by the speakers indicated that while lead in paint is the major cause of lead poisoning, lead in water is also a major cause. On the
other hand, as reported by Abby Ng in the Milwaukee Neighborhood News, Professor Meier said that
“Wisconsin is 48th out of 50 states in per capita public health spending, which makes it challenging to address
the problem of lead poisoning in Milwaukee.”
Given the importance of this issue, one half-hour was allotted for questions from the audience. After moderator Roz
Tornatore posed questions collected from the audience on cards, she released the microphone to the audience, some of
whom felt that their grassroots organizations’ views had not been presented. Given that the League is committed to respectful listening and airing of all concerns, the League will follow up with next steps and will involve all who signed
up to participate at the meeting. If you would like to participate and have not previously indicated so, please contact the
office at 414-273-8683.

To read more about this forum, please consult the excellent NNS article and the Shepherd Express.
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FORUMS, POSITIONS & ACTION
Reviving the ERA—Planning Meeting on January 14
Erin McCarthy, LWVMC Board, Representative Government
There's new momentum to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment. Didn't that fail? Isn't
that history? NO! Women have renewed the fight for the amendment. Your help is
needed to plan our April 6, ERA Update public issues forum. Join us Monday, January 14, 2019 from 6:00 to 7:00pm at the Bay View Branch of the Milwaukee
Public Library or contact Erin McCarthy at dovermccarthy@gmail.com with your
ideas.

Comité por el Voto Latino Latinx Voter Outreach
Eloisa Gómez, Voter Services

Do you know the League’s national policy on Immigration? If not, then mark your calendars for Saturday,
March 2nd when our League’s Public Issues Forum on Immigration Reform will be held. Even if you are
aware of our position, please join us to learn more about the impact of recent proposed rule changes on family
unification specific to the DREAM (Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors) ACT, DACA
(Deferred Actions for Childhood Arrivals) and families’ reunification.
Watch for specific details on location and time in late January. League members planning the Public Issues
Forum are: Eloisa Gómez, Kathy Johnson, Diane Steigerwald, and Mary Sussman.

MEMBERSHIP
New Member Orientation on January 30
Barbara Rassmussen, Membership Chairman
We have an explosive number of new members in our League. It is our hope that each one feels welcome, and has a
chance to learn the basics about the LWV. One way we do that is to hold a New Member Orientation twice a year.
The next one is Wednesday, January 30, at the Next Door facility, 5310 W. Capitol Drive. We will begin with a
gathering time at 3:30, a presentation at 4:00, followed by small groups where participants can learn and ask questions
about particular aspects of the League, ending at 5:30.
The recent revision to our presentation includes audio-visuals; a fun, lively history; and valuable information on our
nonpartisan position; and much more. Those who attended the last session have expressed their pleasure with the new
format. So, please consider attending if you have never been to one. Newer members will receive an invitation by US
mail in early January.
Just a note about Next Door: Next Door supports the intellectual, physical and emotional development of children by
partnering with their families for success in school and the community. They do this through Head Start, Early Head
Start and other early childhood programs.
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MEMBERSHIP
A Family Affair
League member Tom Neubauer tutors at Literacy Services, where he met adult student Andrea. He shared
this story from the Literacy Services magazine, The Abacus (reprinted with permission).
October was a busy month for ABE student Andrea. She spent most of her
time talking to family, friends, neighbors, anyone who would listen – and
even some who wouldn’t – about the importance of voting in the midterm
election. Every election, Andrea organizes a massive voting effort to get
everyone she knows to the polls. She has been leading this effort for years
and, though it started small, she now succeeds at getting nearly 80 friends and
family members to meet at City Hall and vote early, together.
Noting her female relatives are easy to engage, Andrea focused her energy on
recruiting her male cousins, nephews, uncles, sons, and their friends. She took
them to libraries to get them registered and to the DMV to get proper photo IDs. She told them, “Let’s not
make up excuses. Let’s get it done.”
Andrea has taught her children the importance of voting from an early age. “I told my kids, ‘The best thing
you can do is vote.’ I have 10 kids and only two didn’t vote – only because they are underage.” A few years
ago, her son asked her why she pushed them so hard to vote. She responded, “If you don’t vote, you ain’t got
no voice. And if you got no voice, you can’t be heard.” Although she has her own strong political views,
Andrea encourages her family to learn about issues from multiple viewpoints and make their own choices.
She tells them, “You don’t have to pick who I pick, just vote. It’s your decision; it’s your voice.”
As the election approached, Andrea organized carpools and gave everyone two weeks’ notice of the meeting
date. Though her grandmother fell ill a week before the family went to vote, they brought her to City Hall in a
wheelchair. Those who couldn’t meet the group sent Andrea pictures of themselves wearing their “I Voted”
stickers to prove they’d done their civic duty.
“Our votes count. They hear us,” Andrea stated proudly. She’s already talking about 2020 and plans to start a
Facebook group so her family and friends can post their “I Voted” pics for all to see.
“We want to show people that this family votes and we believe in [voting],” Andrea said. “If you don’t speak
out, you don’t have a say.”

This article and the next mark the first two of our series spotlighting our remarkable members.
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MEMBERSHIP
Member Spotlight: Mary Goode
Patricia Geenen
Mary Goode has been active with the League of Women Voters for 62 years! Growing up
in a politically active family in Whitefish Bay, she helped with her father’s unsuccessful
campaign for the U.S. Congress in 1944, while she was still in high school. She remembers
him citing the League as a credible source on an issue, saying, “I’ll call the League of
Women Voters; they’ll know the answer.”
As an adult, Mary sought out the League wherever she moved -- South Dakota, Iowa, Ohio, Illinois, and back to Wisconsin – thriving on the discussion of issues with like-minded women who enjoy, “working with people and helping
them do something useful.” She recalls fondly the unit meetings in the ‘50s that met twice a month, where members
shared their research on issues and came to consensus through discussion. In the end, she says, most of her closest
friends were League members.
Mary still enjoys discussions among League members who live at St. John’s on the Lake, the retirement community
where she now lives at age ninety, but over the years she has also taken on many other roles and activities at both local
and national levels. She has served on multiple boards, “taking every position on a board except treasurer or secretary,”
and has been active in voter services and fundraising. She particularly remembers the heated discussion at the 1970
LWV national convention about whether inviting men to join the League would require a name change.
Mary feels it is important to continue building consensus from the unit level up, and to encourage League members to
participate also in partisan politics. In 1979 when some friends encouraged her to run for a Milwaukee county board
position, Mary was game. Although she lost the election, she claims no regrets, stating, “It was a lot of fun to do.” She
remains optimistic about the future of the League, asserting, “We must have done something right along the way to have
kept going for nearly a hundred years!”

New Members
Shirley Halloran
Sharon Armstrong, Thiensville
Carolyn Bellin, Glendale
Kathy Ceel, Greendale
Elizabeth Heimerl-Rolland, Wauwatosa
Judy Jacobson, Milwaukee
Xin Li, Menomonee Falls
Kristi Luzar and Jonathan Engelken, Milwaukee
Susan Modder, Milwaukee
Martha Pincus, Fox Point
Amanda Satchell, West Allis
Kathleen Seija, Wauwatosa
Maria Tully, Milwaukee
Mark your calendar: A Milwaukee County League new member orientation will take place from 3:30-5:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, January 30, 2019. The venue is the Next Door facility at 5310 West Capitol Drive. The last new member
orientation was held in August; that means 69 LWVMC members are brand new because they’ve joined since then.
We’d like to welcome each one in person!
Come to hear about the Milwaukee League and how it works, but more importantly, to meet other Leaguers. If you’re
semi-new or a long-time member, you’re invited, too. Time spent in the company of LWV members is always a

pleasure.
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VOTER SERVICES
It’s a bird! It’s a plane! It’s….
Michele Goldstein, Voter Services

The dedicated Voter Services Committee Teams and their
hearty corps of 250+ unduplicated community and
League member volunteers! Check out the snapshot and
you will get a picture of why their tireless work contributed in no small part to the significant increases in voter registration and turnout for the November, 2018 election.
2018 Voter Services Snapshot
3

Coalitions working on voter services

7

Partner Organizations to implement our voter services

41

Training sessions in Online Voter Registration (OVR)and Photo ID for Voting

49

Organizations provided resources/technical
assistance

Candidate Forums
Team Leaders: Hulyn Farr; Peggy Creer
Moderator: Roz Tornatore
Candidate Guides
Team Leader: Sarajane Kennedy
Team Members: Teri Lane; Mary Ellen Spicuzza;
Mary Voelker
Community & Nonprofit Organization Training
Lead Trainer (Online Voter Registration):
Liz Aeleon
Lead Trainer (Photo ID): Anita Johnson
Training Facilitator: Michele Goldstein
Community & Nonprofit Organization Training
Training Facilitator: Michele Goldstein

342

Voter Education/Registration events (all
teams)

Public Library Outreach
Team Leader: Dannette Lank
Team Member: George Wagner

604

Individuals trained to use the OVR system
enabling them to help others register

Community Outreach,Partnerships and Alliances VS)
Team Leader: Michele Goldstein

2367

Voters registered

Social Media (VS)
Team Leader: Jenna Lara
Team Members: Teri Lane; Peggy Creer; Erin McCarthy;
Michele Goldstein, Melissa Klein

17,161

Individuals with whom we had contact and
shared voter registration/voting information

Who are the Voter Services
leaders who seemed to
be everywhere during 2018?

Voter Services Hard at Work

New Citizens/New Voters (naturalization)
Team Leader: Mary Jo McDonald
Team Coordinators: Robin Engl; Cindy Hastings; Kate
Kaiser; Katherine McDonnell; Pamela Millington; Linda
Neubauer; Tom Neubauer; Susan Armour Seidman; Kathleen Scullin; Mary Jo Wellenstein
HS Voter Education & Registration Project
Team Leader: Leigh Ann Tidey
Team Coordinators: Mary Delgado; Sally Merrill;
Linda Reid; Sue Schneidler; Michele Sumara;
Joey Walsh
Comité por el Voto Latino (Latinx Outreach)
Team Leader: Eloisa Gómez
Team Members: Maria Flores; Rosario LedesmaSanchez; Carmen Ortiz; Maria Rodriquez;
Diane Steigerwald; Barbara Medina; Patricia Villareal;
Jonathan Zuniga
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LEAGUE HISTORY
Grassroots Organizing
and the League
Kathy Johnson
The League of Women Voters celebrates its centennial
this year. We have many reasons to celebrate this momentous occasion because the League has influenced
government policy at all levels and regarding a wide
range of issues. The League began its life working primarily to establish voting rights for women. But this was
not simply an equality issue – women should have the
same right to vote as men have. Rather, our founders
recognized that access to the ballot box was the means
through which women could influence government
policy.
The League’s first program, in 1920, addressed multiple
issues in the areas of social policy and representative
government: child welfare, education, the home and high
prices, women in gainful occupations, public health and
morals, and independent citizenship for married
women. In short order, the League experienced success
in influencing national policy when the Cable Act for
Independent Citizenship of married women, which the
League supported, became law in 1922. Further
successes over the next forty-plus years include enactment of the Social Security and Food and Drug Acts, as
well as legislation passed in 1938 and 1940 that removed
hundreds of federal jobs from the spoils system and
placed them under Civil Service.
Over the following decades, while continuing work on
important social policy and representative government
issues such as civil rights, the Equal Rights Amendment,
apportionment and much more, issues related to environmental policy and international affairs were taken
on. These included support for measures to address air
and water pollution, energy, land use, and waste management. The League supported the United Nations and
normalizing relations with China.
An important step in the development of the League was
to establish local Leagues in addition to the state and
national levels. This structure allows members to address issues in their own communities through the process of study, consensus, establishing positions, and advocating at the local level based on the positions that
have been developed. A question that has arisen in our
own League in Milwaukee County is: how do we promote that activity here in our community? How do we
animate grassroots action to address issues of concern to
us, members of the League of Women Voters Milwaukee County?

A strategy used by Leagues in metropolitan areas across
the county is the establishment of local groups, generally
known as “units.” In general, units, spread across metropolitan areas, meet monthly for education about issues
being aBeddressed by the League at all levels. Other
unit activities may include:
 Focus on local issues; generation of studies and development of positions about local issues
 Development of recommendations to state and national League regarding issues

Become a part of the League’s
grassroots-based advocacy
In discussing the concept of developing a system of
Neighborhood Discussion and Action Units within the
LWVMC with the Membership Committee as well as
Board members, many benefits to such a system were
identified, including providing:
 A regular source of education about issues and LWV
positions
 Opportunities for advocacy activities especially at
the local and state level
 Regular connections with Program Committees and
the proposed Observer Corps (to monitor local government) as well as with other members who may
share your concerns
 Opportunities to view issues through a local lens
which can make them more meaningful
 Opportunities for members who desire to play more
of a leadership role in the League
 Opportunities to impact the League, to make a difference
 Increased communication between members and the
Board as well as off-board leaders.
The League of Women Voters is rooted in grassroots
organization but sometimes change is needed to maintain
that focus. A system of Neighborhood Discussion and
Action Units may help us create a communication dynamic that is truly grassroots.
Much work will need to be done to create this system. A
major next step is to meet with members to further describe the Neighborhood Discussion and Action Units
and to seek input regarding what members think of the
concept, what they might want it to look like and include, and how the League should proceed. Members
will receive additional information as each step is taken.
If you are interested in participating in the planning process, please contact Kathy Johnson at
kathy.johnson.65aok@gmail.com Your participation
will make a difference!
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Join Up! Join In! Join the League of Women Voters - Today!
Nonpartisan, nonprofit since 1920!
Where hands-on work to safeguard democracy leads to civic improvement
and leaders are actively engaged in effecting change at the local, state, and national levels.

Milwaukee County Dues:
___$70 Individual

___$110 Household

___$25 Student

___$100 Sustaining (supports $25 memberships)

___$170 Centennial (supports action & activities)
Financial support available upon request - call 414-559-2632. Email: league@lwvmilwaukee.org
Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
Phone: Home (

) _______________

Mobile (

) _______________

Work (

) _______________

Please complete this form, make your check payable to LWVMC, and mail to:
League of Women Voters of Milwaukee County, 1845 N. Farwell Ave. Suite 100, Milwaukee, WI 53202
OR join online at lwvmilwaukee.org - Thank you!

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
1845 N Farwell Ave Ste 100
Milwaukee, WI 53202

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF MILWAUKEE COUNTY
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