
   

 

        

   

July marks the start of a new LWV fiscal year, and it corresponds with my favorite holiday, 

Independence Day -- no fussing with gifts or elaborate meals, plus fireworks! Although the year 

begins with grand displays of patriotism, there’s a troubling anti-democracy movement afoot in 

many state legislatures, including our own. Please watch for emails from the state and national 

Leagues, as they keep us up-to-date on federal and state legislation. Elected officials need to 

hear from well-informed constituents like LWVMC members, many of whom are on the front lines 

of democracy as they help register voters and serve as poll workers. The League’s strict 

nonpartisan advocacy means we don’t approach issues or legislation from a partisan standpoint. 

We support voter rights and election integrity, and we oppose legislation that hinders those. We’re 

proudly pro-democracy --  and reject the partisan labels. 

 

Meeting via Zoom and in-person 

We will continue to follow CDC and local health experts’ guidelines regarding in-person events 
during the pandemic, which I hope will continue to wane. LWVMC members participated in the 
May 8 John Lewis Day of Action and in Juneteenth events, our first in-person Voter Services 
activities in more than a year. The forced shift to online meetings during the pandemic has had 
some advantages, and it makes sense to retain those. Many League members have said they are fully vaccinated and feel 
comfortable meeting in person, especially outdoors. Going forward, we will use a mixture of in-person and online meetings, so 
members can participate however they feel comfortable.  
 

As you read about League activities and committee work, if you see something you’d like to become involved with, please contact 
LWVMC leaders via our website https://www.lwvmilwaukee.org/volunteer or our Member Engagement Team at 
volunteer@lwvmilwaukee.org. You are welcome to attend meetings without a commitment -- so feel free to shop around for a good 

fit for your interests. 

 

Let’s get together on August 26th -- in person! 
The annual Kick-Off to the LWV year will be held in person on Women’s Equality Day, August 26, at Greenfield Park. Reconnect 
with long-time League friends, meet new Zoom acquaintances in the flesh, and make new friends! If you haven’t had a chance to 
be active in League, I guarantee you will meet lots of friendly, interesting, 
patriotic people at the Kick-off. Watch the weekly Update for details. 
 

In League, 
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No matter your personal perspective of the world, philosophy of life, or 
political inclinations, almost all of us have felt that effecting positive 
change in our environment, country and communities is either 
impossible or so daunting that we don’t even try.  The problem is just 
too big or people are too polarized on issues or we feel we don’t know 
enough to even get involved.  And, actually, on our own, there really 
isn’t a lot we can do.  However, working together and speaking with 
one loud, united voice can make a difference. 
 
You haven’t given up all hope or you wouldn’t be a member of the 
League of Women Voters (LWV).  Becoming a member says you want 
to make a difference, or at the very least you want to put your support 
behind those working for change.  The LWV’s mission is simple but 
profound:  Empowering voters.  Defending democracy. 
 
The League is best known for its work in empowering voters.  The 
League was founded in 1920 after the decades long effort to secure 
the right to vote for women in the 19th Amendment to the Constitution.  
But the founders knew that this was just the beginning, and 101 years 
later we are still battling efforts to restrict voting and to nullify an 
individual’s vote through gerrymandering and the Electoral College.  
LWV initiatives address all of these concerns.   
 
In our own Milwaukee-Waukesha chapter (LWVMC), Voter Services 
volunteers can be found in senior centers, high schools, libraries, 
naturalization ceremonies, and diverse communities to register voters, 
disseminate voting materials, provide candidate information, and much 
more.  And there is no defense of democracy without the freedom for 
all eligible citizens to vote and to have their vote count. 
 
The defense of democracy goes even further, though, seen in the 
League’s work in issue advocacy.  All League advocacy is nonpartisan 
and stems from League principles and from positions adopted at the 
local, state, and national levels and is carefully coordinated so that the 
League speaks with one voice.   LWV policy positions are categorized 
in the following Program areas: 
 

• Representative Government:  Promote an open governmental 
system that is representative, accountable, and responsive. 

• Natural Resources:  Promote an environment beneficial to life 
through the protection and wise management of natural resources 
in the public interest. 

• Social Policy:  Secure equal rights and equal opportunity for all.  
Promote social and economic justice and the health and safety of 
all Americans. 

• International Relations:  Promote peace in an interdependent 
        world by working cooperatively with other nations and  
        strengthening international organizations. 
 
 

 
This Program arm of the League’s work is not as well known as the 
work in Voter Services, but it is equally as vital to the mission of the 
League and to the strengthening of our democracy.  Program 
volunteers are:  Working in the Fair Maps Campaign to eliminate 
partisan and racial gerrymandering; establishing an Observer Corps to 
monitor community and county governmental meetings; allying in 
efforts to remove toxic chemicals from our water and lead from our 
homes; advocating for increased investment in sustainable 
infrastructure; recommending changes in police policies and practices 
and in police oversight; lobbying for reform in the juvenile justice 
system. 
 
And in all of these areas, your voice is needed! 
 
Ideally, your voice would be heard on the various committees that are 
working on Program Advocacy or Voter Services.  But we realize that 
not everyone has the time to do this or even the inclination, yet these 
issues matter deeply to you.  So, the power of the pen!  Or today, it is 
the power of your letter or email message when you contact your 
government representatives.  This can be your city alder or mayor, 
county supervisor, state assembly person or senator, United States 
representative or senator, and even the president.  And does it matter? 
Yes!  If we speak with a loud, united voice.   
 
How loud can we be?  The LWVMC has over 500 members.  The 
various Leagues across Wisconsin number about 3,000.  Multiply that 
by more than 700 chapters in all 50 states.  And even though that 
doesn’t represent a large portion of the entire population, that is a lot of 
people when they all start writing and calling their elected 
representatives on specific issues—and it will get attention. 
 
LWV national, state and even local chapters email Action Alerts to their 
members when your help is needed on getting legislation passed, or in 
helping to stop legislation that goes against the League’s principles or 
positions.  Sometimes the language for a letter to your legislators is 
included and you can simply attach your name to it, or modify it by 
adding a personal statement.  Other times, you are asked to submit 
your own statement.  The LWVMC provides guidelines for contacting 
your government representatives from a League Advocacy Workshop 
held in June 2019.  Scroll down to How to take Action and to the 
Advocacy & Action Resources, which includes an ACLU toolkit on how 
to engage elected officials.  Finally, LWVMC is planning a forum on 
how to communicate with your elected officials to be presented by 
League member and former state representative Barbara Notestein 

(please watch the weekly Update for details). 

 
Democracy can’t be defended unless we defend it.  Know that 
your voice matters and that your voice has power. 

The Power of One Voice 
Lorna Grade, VP Programs 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IHOBoZv4OEUfAYOGyRp_xvSKRNvw_zw-yCDfpWgUnuY/edit
https://www.aclu-wi.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/aclu_rightsforall_final.pdf
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CALENDARS 

Standing Committees  

2nd Wednesday 6:30-8:30pm 
LWVMC Board Meeting 
Contact: Peggy Creer 
 
3rd Monday 12:30-2:00pm 
Membership Committee 
Contact: Patricia McFarland 
 
3rd Tuesday alternates between 1:00 and 6:00pm 
Waukesha Branch Meeting 
Contact: Vicki Aro-Shackmuth 
 
4th Wednesday 6:00-7:30pm 
Natural Resources Committee 
Contact: Ann Batiza 
 
For information about the above committees, 
please send email to: league@lwvmilwaukee.org 
 
In addition to the above standing committees, 
we have many “working” ad hoc committees.  If 
you are interested in joining in the work of 
these committees, please contact our Member 
Engagement Team (MET) at 
volunteer@lwvmilwaukee.org 

Lunch and Learn 

July 20 Toshiba Adams, PhD 
“Black Children Matter, Black Futures Matter” 
Toshiba, a respected college professor from UW 
Whitewater and MATC, trains future teachers in 
child development and professional development. 
Adamst3@matc.edu  
 
August 17 Luz Sosa  
“Now is the Time To Save Democracy,Facing Stark 
Inequities.” Sosa is a college teacher, economist, 
union organizer and community leader. 
sosalmc@gmail.com  
 
September 21 Markasa Tucker   
Executive Director of the African American 
Roundtable. 
Ms. Tucker will share her journey from growing up 
here in the suburbs, to attending college at 
Grambling State U in Louisiana, to her trek back 
home. Returning to MKE, Markasa used her mass 
communication degree to pursue her career in TV, 
which didn’t last long. After leaving TV, Markasa 
managed two child care centers on the city’s 
northwest side, where her eyes were truly opened 
by the many disparities facing Black women, 
children, and MKE families. This convinced her to 
serve her community and help to change the 
conditions of Black people. Join us as Markesa 
shares her testimony and journey to her current 
social justice and transformation work here and 
beyond. 
Markasa@africanamericanroundtable.org  
 
Please save this link to join the meeting each 
month: https://tinyurl.com/8bvbwfw3 

Our LWV Milwaukee County 
sponsors a free, virtual gathering on 
the third Tuesday of each month. We 
build friendships, inspire action to 
work together to influence public 

policy, and meeting basic needs. 

NOTICE! 

The LWVMC Board will continue to follow 

CDC guidelines with regard to exposure to  

COVID-19.  Based on the most recent 

recommendations, we are beginning to hold 

a mixture of virtual and in-person meetings. 

Members may participate in in-person 

events and activities as they feel 

comfortable. 

mailto:league@lwvmilwaukee.org
mailto:volunteer@lwvmilwaukee.org
mailto:Adamst3@matc.edu
mailto:sosalmc@gmail.com
mailto:Markasa@africanamericanroundtable.org
https://tinyurl.com/8bvbwfw3
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              League Café  
           Mary Sussman, Facilitator 

League Cafe meets monthly and welcomes new and old League members and community members. In a small
-group setting we get to know each other better, share knowledge and have interesting conversations.  Every 
other month, we convene as a book club to have lively discussions about a noteworthy book.  League Cafe will 
once again hold in person meetings.   
 

On July 23 from 9:30-11:00 a.m., League Cafe will meet to discuss The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs 
Everyone and How We Can Prosper Together" by Heather McGhee.  “If everyone in America read this book, 
we’d be, not only a more just country, but a more powerful, successful, and loving one. A vital, urgent, stirring, 
beautifully written book that offers a compassionate roadmap out of our present troubled moment,” George 
Saunders, New York Times bestselling and Booker Prize winning author of “Lincoln in the Bardo.” The book may 
be purchased at the store or ordered online at Boswell.  Mention League of Women Voters Book Club for a 10% 
discount. 
 
Where: Summit Place, 6737 W. Washington Street, Room 2212 (2nd Floor conference room).  Summit Place is a large office 
complex (formerly part of the Allis Chalmers factory), which is home to LWVMC's office.  Summit Place is just a few blocks south of 
I-94.  Take the 68-70th street exit and go 4 or 5 blocks south on 70th street.  Make a turn into the Summit Place complex at the 
Poblocki sign on 70th street.  Use the Visitors Entrance at 6737 W. Washington Street, which is just east of the main entrance.  To 
get to Room 2212, hop on an elevator in the lobby and get off on the second floor.  Turn right, then turn right again.  Room 2212 is 

just a few steps down the hall. Contact Mary Sussman at  m.sussman@lwvmilwaukee.org for more information. 

August 20 from 9:30-11:00 a.m. - General Discussion (no book) 

 

Gratitude! 
Barbara Rasmussen, Outgoing Chair, Membership Committee 

 
We, the League of Women Voters of Milwaukee County, live in gratitude to those who are able, and choose, to support 
the League at the Sustaining and Centennial levels.  When members join or renew at the Sustaining level they give $30 
over the Individual membership of $70.  When members join or renew at the Centennial level, they give $100 over the 
Individual membership amount.  These extra gifts go a long way in helping to meet the expenses of the League, 
including membership for those choosing the Student and Open Door levels.  With the growth of the League to 559 
members, the number and size of activities grows, thus increasing our costs. 
 

To recognize these generous contributors, we are now giving them an LWV lapel pin (seen 
below).  We hope they will wear the pin at League events to spark conversations about the 
importance of the League, and why one might give at the higher levels. 
 
Also, in appreciation for their long-time service to the League, we are giving the pin to those 
who have been members of any LWV in the nation for 50 years or more.  The League owes 
a great deal to these Lifetime/Honorary members who have shown immense dedication to 
the work of defending democracy. 

 
Thank you to everyone who supports the League with your dollars or your time!  

 

CALENDARS 

MEMBERSHIP 

https://lwvmilwaukee.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b19b9e34821e8a525d2db9af5&id=ed181b5330&e=75975b9b5e
https://lwvmilwaukee.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b19b9e34821e8a525d2db9af5&id=ed181b5330&e=75975b9b5e
https://lwvmilwaukee.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b19b9e34821e8a525d2db9af5&id=2578355ca8&e=75975b9b5e
mailto:m.sussman@lwvmilwaukee.org
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MEMBERSHIP 

 
An interest in political 
advocacy and her love for 
language and writing inspired 
Judit Schugurensky to 
volunteer as a translator for the 
League of Women Voters.  As 
a key resource for the Comité 
por el Voto Latino/Latinx Voter 
Outreach (CVL-LVO) of the 
LWVMC, she has been 
translating both local and state 
documents for the League for 
the past two years. 

 
Judit was born in Argentina and spent parts of her childhood in Israel 
and England, so she was tri-lingual in Spanish, Hebrew, and English 
even before she completed a master’s degree in Languages and 
Literature/Spanish from UW-Milwaukee in 2003. In one of her 
graduate seminars, she translated a book of poetry for a “dear friend.” 
 
Over the years she did free-lance work, mostly translating Spanish 
into English, in a variety of settings and countries. Her free-lance work 
often required technical writing skills as well. In Venezuela, for 
instance, she translated industry manuals, and in Chicago she worked 
for a publishing company translating and editing standardized tests. 
 
Judit says she loves her native language, and she bristles at the “lack 
of respect to the language” she often sees in websites, posters, and 
billboards.  
 

 
When the need for translating the material the League publishes into 
Spanish came up, she decided that would be her contribution. 
 
The time commitment for her work varies with the length and 
complexity of the text, with some of the state documents she 
translates taking weeks. 
 
She enjoys the teamwork of working closely with Eloísa Gómez and 
Diane Steigerwald to centralize the translation and editing process, 
being careful to follow guidelines for consistency with the Milwaukee  
and Wisconsin election commission terminology for races and job 
titles. “Some political jobs do not exist in Latin America or Spain,” she 
explains, “so it was quite challenging to find a name for them. But that 
is what makes it (translating) most interesting.” 
 
She particularly enjoys translating answers that candidates for office 
have made to questions voters asked them. In the process of 
expanding her translating skills into the public policy arena, she has 
become aware of political races and issues new to her and has found 
that to be a creative learning experience. She also finds the 
appreciation of friends and colleagues in the League gratifying, and 
when there are gaps in the translation work for the League, she 
returns to translating poetry to keep her brain “on its toes.” 
 
LWVMC is grateful for Judit’s tireless work to make voter education 
materials accessible to the non-or-limited English-speaking Latinx 
populations.  Eloísa Gómez, Chair of LWVMC’s (CVL-LVO), calls 
Judit, “Our Spanish-English translator extraordinaire” and asserts, 
“We know that when Judy is finished translating a document, it is 

professionally done.”  

 

Member Spotlight: Judit Schugurensky  

Patricia Geenen 

NEW MEMBERS 
Shirley Halloran, Membership Committee 

Tomas Clasen Milwaukee 
Rebecca Elon, Milwaukee 
Sara Hall, Milwaukee 
Laura Martinco, Shorewood 
Wanda Montgomery, Brown Deer 
David Overstreet, Milwaukee 

In addition to these six new members, 29 more individuals have joined the Milwaukee League 
since our last New Member Orientation in November of 2020.  In theory, we hold three 
orientations each year, but 2020 brought us exceptional ways of doing things.  The November 
orientation was the only one last year. 
 
However, we look forward to welcoming any and all new members at New Member Orientation 
on Sunday, July 25, 2021, from 2 to 4 p.m.  After discussion, the Membership Committee 
decided to hold the gathering virtually once again as not all are comfortable assembling in 
groups just yet. 
 
Please plan to join us via Zoom that day.  Because it’s a time for socializing as well as learning 
League “ways”, all League members, long-time as well as more recent, are encouraged to 
attend.  You’ll be among people who care about issues.   
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VOTER SERVICES 

 

Junteenth in Milwaukee 
Peg Schrader, Co-chair Voter Services Committee 

 

The League of Women Voters Milwaukee County had a presence at the Juneteenth Day event  on Saturday June 19.  
Thank you to all the League volunteers, Lena Scheibengraber, Eloisa Gómez, Maria Avila, Mary Jo McDonald, Linda 
Neubauer, Liz Aelion, Peg Schrader, and Rose Stietz for volunteering. Also thanks to Tom Neubauer for being "on call" 
for the end of the day breakdown of the booth. 
 
We talked to hundreds of people about voter registration. We distributed almost 800 Future Voter stickers to kids and 
while doing so engaged their parents in a discussion about the importance of voting. We gave away over 500 buttons, the 
same number of Vote411 pens and many pieces of literature educating people on how to register to vote. Many people 
thanked us for what we do as an organization. The personal connections we made at this event are invaluable. 
 
The League shared its booth with EXPO, an organization that works with people who are or have been incarcerated. 
Voter registration of these individuals is a major goal of the organization. The A. Philip Randolph Institute also shared our 
booth. They believe the rights for worker's rights and civil rights are inseparable.  They were actively promoting their 
march on August 28th. 
 
 

 
Leaders of Naturalization Team Gather 

Mary Jo McDonald 
 

Susan Amour Seidman provided a beautiful outdoor setting for our first in-
person leadership meeting of 2021.  It was a celebration marking the end of 
COVID restrictions for our leaders. Co-chairs Linda Neubauer and Mary Jo 
McDonald shared the behind the scenes work that has been 
ongoing.  Right now, it appears that Federal Courthouse Naturalization 
ceremonies may not restart until January 2022.  With this in mind, we are 
developing plans to offer personalized voter registration and voter 
information to gatherings of new citizens with assistance from their 
citizenship teachers.  
 
We bid farewell to 3 of our leadership team who will now be pursuing other 
League and non-League activities.  Best of luck to Heidi Frenzel, Mary Jo 
Wellenstein and Kate Kaiser.  They have all indicated that they would like 
to continue as volunteers at naturalization ceremonies when they re-start. 
 
In other news, we were surprised and gratified by the national League’s offer of an unsolicited grant of $500 each to both the high 
school project and our naturalization team to use in the coming year to promote registration. 
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 Join or Renew Your Membership 
League of Women Voters of  Milwaukee  

County and Waukesha Branch  

Please indicate your membership status and choose one membership 

category below. 

_______New Membership_______Renewing Membership 

A note about membership categories and dues: 
For each membership category, except “Student” or “Honorary,” 
 we pay $30 to the WI State League and $32 to the National League. 
For each additional Household member,  
 we pay  $15 to the WI State League and $16 to the National League. 
For each “Open Door” membership, we pay $32 to the National League. 
 
Please choose one membership category: 
_______Individual  $70 
_______Household $110 
_______Open Door $5 minimum 
_______Student  $5 - If you are a student, please use this category. 
_______Sustaining $100 - Sustains “Open Door” Memberships 
_______Centennial  $170 -  Supports the Work of LWVMC 
_______50-year Honorary Lifetime -  If you have been a member of any  
League for 50 years or more, please choose this category.  No dues are 
required. Any funds you give may be claimed as a donation. 

“The League  Women Voters 
Is an Organization fully 
committed to diversity, 
equity, and inclusion in 
principle and in practice. 
Diversity, equity, and 
inclusion are central to the 
organization’s current and 
future success in engaging 
all individuals, households, 
and communities, and policy 
makers in creating a more 
perfect democracy.”  
 
From our DEI statement 

Please Complete your membership information.  This is for League use only - not  shared or sold. 
 
Member Name______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Preferred Phone (      )_________________________________________Choose -  Land line or cell 
 
Street Address______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Municipality_______________________________State_______Zip Code______________________ 
 

*For Household Membership Only↓ 
 
*Additional Household Member Name(s)_________________________________________________ 
 
*Additional Email Addresses -  If Any____________________________________________________ 
 
Please return this form with your check to: 
 League of Women Voters of Milwaukee County 
 6737 W. Washington St. Suite 2218 
 West Allis WI 53214 
 
Or join or renew online at lwvmilwaukee.org/members. (Online you will pay an extra $2 for PayPal.) 
 
 
 

League of Women Voters —  Nonprofit and Nonpartisan Since 1920 

lwvmilwaukee.org/members

