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President’s Message
I’m writing this a few days before the Nov. 3 General Election. Our Voter Services teams have worked
diligently to disseminate accurate election information and to boost citizen participation. While there are lots
of unknowns in the run-up to the election, a few things are clear:
• Early and absentee voting records have been shattered, and there likely will be a record turnout
overall.
• This will be the most litigated election in our nation’s history; courts have settled many disputes
already, and more lawsuits are likely to be filed.
• The winner of the presidential race may not be known election night, as a few states, including WI,
cannot begin to process ballots until election day, and some states have a deadline of days after Nov. 3
for receipt of ballots. Fortunately, polls show a majority of the population understands this.
• Cybersecurity experts expect deliberate attempts to undermine trust in election results, mainly
through disinformation spread on social media, often by bots and fake accounts or by hacking legitimate
accounts.
What can we do? Last things first. The greatest threat to this election is the undermining of citizens’ trust in
the results. Upon hearing that cybersecurity experts’ chief concern was not attacks on election
Peggy Creer, LWVMC President
infrastructure, but rather attacks on “soft targets” such as social media accounts that could be hijacked to
spread disinformation, our website administrator and social media team* strengthened the security of our
accounts. We can all help by directing people to legitimate sources on the Internet. The FBI and CISA (Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security
Agency) provide tips on spotting disinformation on the Internet : https://tinyurl.com/yxf6sman, https://tinyurl.com/y3thpyp4
Also, we can encourage patience. The “results” shown on election night (or, for this election, in the days following) are unofficial. The AP
(Associated Press) has committed to extra caution in declaring winners. All votes cast in Wisconsin have a paper backup, and the machines are
audited before and after the election -- so however long it takes, we will have accurate election results. Remember the 2000 election? The
nation waited five weeks for a winner to be declared!
Here’s hoping for a high-turnout, smooth-running and safe election for voters, for poll workers and election observers -- and for the many LWV
members among them.
In League,
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Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy.

NOVEMBER 2020 CALENDAR
mcfarlap@gmail.com

3 Tuesday All Day
General Election
VOTE!!!

22 Sunday 2:00-4:00pm
Virtual New Member
Orientation
Contact: Barbara Rasmussen

11 Wednesday 6:30-8:30pm
LWVMC Board Meeting
Will meet remotely
Contact: Peggy Creer
peggy.creer@gmail.com

barbararasmussen50@gmail.com

25 Wednesday 6:00-7:30pm
Natural Resources Committee
Meeting
Will meet remotely
Contact: Ann Batiza
nr@lwvmilwaukee.org

16 Monday 12:30-2:00pm
Membership Committee
Will meet remotely
Contact: Barbara Rasmussen

DECEMBER 2020 CALENDAR
4 Friday 9:30am
League Café Book Club—The
Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel
Wilkerson
Will meet remotely
Contact: Mary Sussman
maryksussman@gmail.com

17 Thursday 7:00-9:00pm
Winter Social/General Meeting
Contact: Ann Batiza
annwisc@gmail.com

barbararasmussen50@gmail.com

17 Tuesday 12:00-1:00pm
Lunch and Learn:
“Empowering Mothers and
Moving Forward Together”
Wanda Montgomery, Director of
Community Partnerships at
Children’s Hospital, President of
the Village of Brown Deer
Will meet remotely
Contact: Patricia McFarland

15 Tuesday 12:00-1:00pm
Virtual Lunch and Learn:
“Reckoning With Race, Creating
Community As We Deepen Racial Justice” Rhonda Hill
Contact: Patricia McFarland
mcfarlap@gmail.com

9 Wednesday All Day
The Voter Deadline
Contact: Nancy Maloney
ngm.lwvmc@gmail.com
9 Wednesday 6:30-8:30pm
LWVMC Board Meeting
Will meet remotely
Contact: Peggy Creer
peggy.creer@gmail.com

21 Monday 12:30 - 2:00pm
Membership Committee
Will meet remotely
Contact: Barbara Rasmussen
barbararasmussen50@gmail.com
23 Wednesday 6:00-7:30pm
Natural Resources Committee
Meeting
Will meet remotely
Contact: Ann Batiza
nr@lwvmilwaukee.org

ALL LWVMC in-person public events are CANCELED through at least the remainder of 2020 due to the COVID-19 public
health emergency. Although our office is closed, we are checking mail, voicemail and email regularly.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Your LWVMC Editors Are Looking For Input
We are looking for members willing to serve on an ad hoc committee to determine how best to get
information to our membership. We’d like to know whether our present methods — the bimonthly Voter and
biweekly Updates — are effective.
If you are interested in attending a meeting in November, please contact me, Nancy Maloney, at
ngm.lwvmc@gmail.com. If you are interested in having input, but don’t care to attend the meeting(s), please
send those ideas on, as well.

LWVUS Shares BoardSource With Members
Earlier this year, the national League purchased access to BoardSource, an online resource for nonprofit organizations, for t he benefit of all
League members. The BoardSource.org website has information on leadership, nonprofit advocacy, Diversity/Equity/Inclusion (DE I) efforts,
and other topics. Any member who would like to use it needs to set up their own, free account at BoardSource.org.
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From 1920 to 2020

The League of Women Voters of Milwaukee County
Celebrates 100 Years of Women’s Suffrage
LWVMC Accepts Award From
the Milwaukee Historical
Society
LWVMC was honored for our Centennial
Celebrations by the Milwaukee Historical
Society. Because the COVID-19 pandemic
forced the cancellation of the awards dinner,
several LWVMC Board Members gathered
outdoors to accept the award. Clockwise from
the top left are Ann Batiza, Vicki AroShackmuth, Judith Lindquist, Peggy Creer,
Linda Brundage, Mary Sussman, and Barbara
Rasmussen.

Member Merry Wiesner-Hanks Shares Memories of Her Suffragist Grandmother
My grandmother, Mabel Bidwell Wiesner, was born in Little Cooley,
Pennsylvania, in 1883. She said she took up the cause of women’s
suffrage at age 3 after wondering why the males in her family always
got the white meat of the turkey. As a young woman, she worked in the
Greenwich Settlement House in New York City from 1907 to 1912, and
marched in the “gaslight” parades for women’s suffrage. She moved to
Chicago, where she became the secretary of a labor union, and met my
grandfather; the family story is that they married on her lunch hour. The
couple moved to Indiana, where my grandmother continued her
suffrage work, had two daughters, and became a charter member of
the League of Women Voters. She was the general secretary of the
Fort Wayne chapter, and attended the League’s first national
convention in 1920. In May 1920, just after women had won the vote in
Indiana, she was asked to speak on behalf of the Democratic Party at
one of the citizenship schools run by the League; men spoke on behalf
of the Republican and Labor Parties. Her very long speech was printed
in full in the Fort Wayne Journal Gazette, which dubbed it “most
interesting and brilliant.” It was a partisan speech, as that was her
purpose, and full of history, but her criticism of American society a
century ago and her hopes for the future sound very familiar:

“We had piled up wealth and built up property until we had attained a
material power never before approached by any nation in all the tide of
time, but in our greed for gain we had permitted society to drag children
from the cradle into the factory, to grind their childhood into dividends.
We had expansively boasted of the throbbing commerce pulsated
cities, forgetful of the tenements, where thousands herded to the
detriment of body, mind, and soul. We had rejoiced in the glow of the
factory fires, unmindful of the sweatshops where women wrecked their
lives for a pittance.

We had paraded our guests along Fifth Avenue and diverted their
attention from the East Side, where the millions lived in want. We had
congratulated ourselves upon the illimitable supply of coal beneath the
soil, and society, as such, had been unconcerned with whether the men
who delve beneath the ground to keep us warm were protected from
disease, accident, or death…. In the campaign of 1920, the American
people will determine whether we shall go on or go back—on to a
broader democracy based upon the genius of constructive
statesmanship or back to the stone-blind age of reactionary
plutocracy… Just the other day, Indiana became a true democracy
when they opened their doors and welcomed the women of the state
into their ranks—a government of, for, and by all the people… And as
we stood for the democratization of the nations, so now we stand in the
processes of reconstruction for the democratization of industry and a
program of social justice.”
My grandparents moved to Minneapolis, where my grandmother
continued her political and women’s rights work, and my father was
born. She helped organize the Roosevelt campaign in 1932, ran for
governor of Minnesota in a primary in 1934, and organized events,
including a visit by Nellie Tayloe Ross, the first woman in the U.S. to be
elected governor (of Wyoming). She served as Hubert Humphrey’s first
campaign manager, when he ran for mayor of Minneapolis in 1945. My
grandparents then moved to Connecticut, where she organized women
for civil defense projects. The last time I saw her was in 1967, when I
was 14, and we sat up talking about her life and the gruesome books
that she liked and shared with me to read, In Cold Blood among them.
During the 1968 presidential campaign, Humphrey stopped to see her,
leaping off the stage to give her a kiss. She died eight days later, just a
week before the 1968 election.
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MEMBERSHIP
Considering Equity
Barbara Rasmussen, Membership Chair
How do we assure that there is equity among our membership? Equity can come in various forms; it is not only financial. We can have equitable
access to a facility, to a room, to an invitation to an event, and to membership – to name a few.
Our national League (LWVUS) board is committed “to prioritizing equity in the work of the LWV staff, board, and members.” The LWVUS website
states: “Equity is an approach based in fairness to ensure everyone is given equal opportunity; this means that resources may be divided and
shared unequally to make sure that each person has a fair chance to succeed. Equity takes into account that people have different access to
resources because of systems of oppression and privilege. Equity seeks to balance that disparity.” While unpacking that statement could be done
in a several hour seminar, I will make just a few comments here to urge reflection.
We, the Milwaukee County League, have instituted a First Year Option for membership, which enables people to join for $25. We are currently
assessing the response to that initiative. In anticipation of what we might discover, we are considering our next steps.
Note that equality and equity are not the same. If we were to use equality as our value, we would keep one membership amount for everyone who
joins. However, if we use equity as our value, we will use our resources to cover the amount of the difference between what we receive from a
member, who has resources that are minimal, and the amount we need for local, state, and national expenses. This would support those who
need it, and share the assets of those who can contribute more.
The Membership committee would appreciate any comments you have regarding a change in our dues structure.

MEMBERSHIP
Celebrating Our 2020 Lifetime Members
Ann Batiza, VP Programs
Each Voter throughout the League year will highlight several of our 2020 Lifetime members, whom we thank for their half-century or more of
dedicated service. Our first group of four is shown below:
Jeanne Ament was very active on the Board and served as Secretary for several years. Among her greatest interests were
juvenile justice studies and also organizing election night reporting. As a side note, Jeanne and her family would ambush

unsuspecting motorists who pulled into gas stations – to register them to vote!

Betty Arey has “always been a political animal” and was especially drawn to environmental issues within the League. She says
that because of her League work, she was inspired to run for the Village Board of Hales Corners and became the first woman on
that Village Board in 1974. She remains close to many League friends.

Barbara Boles joined the League in 1969 in Colorado. Three years later she initiated a family friendly, “Old Fashioned Political
Rally” that was held continuously at the local county fairgrounds until 2016. As she moved around the country, she participated
in Leagues in Colorado, California, New York, and here in Wisconsin. Barbara says that the League is “a great place to meet
amazing women.”

Jeanne Durnford says that when her sister introduced her to the League, she was so shy that she was reluctant to even say her
name. But the League changed that! Given her focus on energy issues, she garnered a grant from the Department of Energy to
do energy fairs around the state with the League and ultimately was named the Natural Resources Chair of LWVWI.
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MEMBERSHIP
New Members
Shirley Halloran, Membership Committee

Mary Belvoir, Shorewood
Jacqueline Boynton, Milwaukee
Cheri Briscoe, Milwaukee
Linda Brown, Greenfield
Lisa Fohey, Milwaukee
Sandra Franciskovic, Waukesha
Alyssa Geisler, Milwaukee
Jane Glynn-Nass, Brookfield
Sara Grant, New Berlin
Sue Halloran, Wauwatosa
Sarah and Joseph Jakubiak, Waukesha
Claire Kirchoff, Milwaukee
Jeremiah Maller, Oakland, California
Teresa McClellan, Milwaukee
Sarah Mullaney, South Milwaukee
Susan Roth, Milwaukee

Emily Runbeck, Fox Point
Katie O’Brien Ryczkowski, Elm Grove
Ann Saqr, Franklin
Cynthia Schultz, Greenfield
Travis Schwantes and Rebecca Coffee, Milwaukee
Valerie Sichi-Krygsman, Milwaukee
Mary Smith, Milwaukee
Erin Somers, Shorewood
Susan Stewart, Elm Grove
Kelsey Stockton, Milwaukee
Catherine Tully and Jack Dierks, Milwaukee
Greta Volt, Waukesha
Diane Wais, Glendale
David C. Wanninger, Milwaukee
Karen Wawrzonkowski, Mukwonago
Billie Weber, Milwaukee
Katie Weber, Whitefish Bay

While we’re officially the League of Women Voters of Milwaukee County, please note that membership is not restricted to Milwaukee
County. The Waukesha Branch of LWVMC continues to grow, as evidenced by this list. We welcome everyone over 16 years of age who
believes in the importance of defending democracy and empowering voters.

MEMBERSHIP

Please Renew!
The renewal deadline for the 2020-2021 program year has passed. However, you can still submit your dues and be upto-date! Please do so here: https://www.lwvmilwaukee.org/join-renew-membership or mail a check to 6737 W
Washington St, Suite 2218, West Allis, WI 53214. If you are not sure if you are paid up, please contact Mary Ellen
Spicuzza, spicuzme711@gmail.com. Thank you for your membership in LWVMC!

MEMBERSHIP

LWVMC is Proud to Recognize Members’
Accomplishments
Anita Johnson (L) recently received the Robert H. Friebert Social
Justice Award from the Jewish Community Relations Council of the
Milwaukee Jewish Federation and the Robert H. Friebert family for
her work in voting rights in Milwaukee and across Wisconsin.
Eloisa Gómez, (R) poet and Chair of the Comité por el voto latino/
Latinx Voter Outreach has coauthored a book of poetry in which she
expresses the voices of Latina activists. Eloisa will donate her
portion of the royalties to the Wisconsin Historical Society's Latina/x
Research Fund which she created to ensure a way to promote local
Latina/x history research.

Anita Johnson
https://tinyurl.com/y4qdwawj

Eloisa Gómez

https://tinyurl.com/y6sw7gtz

Please click on the links below the photos for further information
about these remarkable women.
Congratulations! We are proud to have you as members of our
League!
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VOTER SERVICES
Comité por el voto latino/Latinx Voter Outreach
Eloisa Gómez, Committee Chair
We now know a bit more about a segment of Milwaukee’s youngest
Latino/Latinx voters on their voting views. An informal survey of 76
largely Latinx college students was released as a report in September
thanks to the work of Comité por el voto latino’s ad hoc committee and
report co-authors Cassidy Korpela, Margarita García Rojas, Nora Godoy
-González and Eloisa Gómez. The report is available on the LWVMC
website: https://www.lwvmilwaukee.org/latinx-latino-outreach
Some of the findings include:
● The majority of these respondents were registered voters (79%)
● 98% of those registered stated that they vote
● The majority who were eligible voters stated that voting was very
important to them (80%). A majority expressed that they felt their vote
makes a difference
● Most shared that they had been involved in some aspect of political
activity
Based on some of the report findings, such as:

● When asked if their friends vote, 42% said that few of them did
● 31% stated that they did not feel prepared to say and 25% stated
“somewhat prepared” for the upcoming election
● More than half, 53%, wanted more access to information on the
candidates and 39% stated that they wanted more information on the
electoral process in general.

The following four recommendations were issued:
1. Encourage nonpartisan organizations and groups to build and share
their knowledge of Latinx communities and Latinx voter-related data,
particularly on our youngest voters
2. Increase voter outreach information, particularly candidate information
and share in the way Gen Zs search for their data
3. Create a “mirror” – present information on why their vote matters and
why they should share with others
4. Build awareness within Latinx Gen Zs that voting is an ongoing
learning process. Non-presidential years matter
We are finding overlap in the following New York Times article by
reporter, Alexandria Symonds.
According to the article, “fewer than half of Americans 18 to 29 voted in
the 2016 presidential election — a gap of more than 15 points compared
with the overall turnout.”
This article highlighted that according to experts, there is “no single fix to
increase youth turnout.”
” Short term: Get young people the specific information they need to
register and make it to the polls…Medium term: Work to reduce
systemic barriers, especially to registration...Long term: Reimagine
civics education.”
The High School Team of the LWVMC and other leagues had been
conducting significant outreach in our high schools and we believe this
dedication makes a difference. We applaud these efforts and encourage
even greater involvement of others to support our youth in being more
fully engaged in the electoral process.
Source: Why Don’t Young People Vote, and What Can Be Done About
It? https://tinyurl.com/y3z4cw3w

Remembering Naturalization in Milwaukee
Mary Jo McDonald and Linda Neubauer Co-chairs
New Citizens Voter Registration
Our last Naturalization ceremony on March 5th seems so long ago. As of this writing, there is
no sign that in-person naturalization ceremonies as we knew them will return in the
foreseeable future. Currently, there are a few small, socially distanced ceremonies being
conducted by our judges, but the public is not invited. Nor is the League invited to participate.
This seems to be a good time to acknowledge our team leaders who have been so important
to our work: Tom Neubauer, Pam Millington, Mary Jo Wellenstein, Kathleen Scullin,
Kate Kaiser, Katharine McDonnell, Susan Armour Seidman, Heidi Frenzel, and Cindy
Hastings.
These leaders have guided over 500 volunteers in providing over 2,500 hours of
service. While we await the resumption of normal activities, we thought these pictures would
provide a smile and some happy memories of the important work we do. Thank you team
leaders.
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VOTER SERVICES
Voter Services Says Thanks to…
The last in-person voter registration event that the League of Women Voters of Milwaukee County conducted was mid-March 2020 just prior to the
Spring Primary Election on April 7, 2020. Since that time, the work of the LWVMC Voter Services Teams has changed, increasing and enhancing
activities in the following areas Thanks to the persistence and creativity of our VS volunteers. Here is what we have been doing Thanks to our
League members:, Community Outreach and Education:
• Website was updated with current and accurate voter and election information and links. Thanks to: Brandi Rodriquez, our new
League Administrative Staff.
• Social Media communications were enhanced and increased. Thanks to: Jenna Lara, Colleen Mayberry, Melissa Klein, Kelsey
Stockton, and Michele Goldstein
• Waukesha Social media sites were launched. Thanks to: Mary Rode; Krystal Klapatch, Vicki Aro-Schacmuth
• High School social media sites were launched. Thanks to: Leigh Ann Tidey
• Weekly Voter Services email was developed to promote accurate and current information about voter registration, voting, the election,
and volunteer opportunities available from our partner organizations. Thanks to: Michele Goldstein, Michele Sumara and Brandi
Rodriquez
• Enhancement of VOTE411 to include Milwaukee County and Waukesha County candidates. Thanks to: Sarajane Kennedy, Mary
Voelker, Mary Ellen Spicuzza, Hulyn Farr, Stacy Lynch, Ruth Jones
• Translation of VOTE411 candidate questions and voter and election materials into Spanish. Thanks to: Eloisa Gómez; Judit
Schugarensky, Diane Steigerwald
• Distribution of Vote from Home yard signs. Thanks to: Peggy Serrano
• Creation and Distribution of bilingual yard signs. Thanks to: Maria Avila
• Report on LatinX GenZ voters. Thanks to: Margarita Garcia Rojas, Nora Godoy-Gonzalez, Cassidy Korpela, Eloisa Gómez
• Increased outreach by Comité por el Voto Latino. Thanks to: Fred Gutierrez, Rosa Zamora, Terri Coughlin
• Voter Registration Drive conducted at St. John’s on the Lake and handwritten update of early voting flyer due to the elimination of Fiserv
Forum and Miller Park as early voting sites. Thanks to: Joanne Barndt and Holger Petersen and their St. John’s team of volunteers.
• Maintenance of the voter services weekly Tuesday outreach list: Thanks to: Terri Minkin
Support for community partners who continued to have various forms of in-person contacts in the community
• Distribution of print and electronic resources to partner organizations and others with whom our League collaborates. Thanks to:
Michele Goldstein, Pam Millington, Peggy Serrano
• Distribution of Spanish language and bilingual voter information materials to Latinx organizations. Thanks to: Diane Steigerwald and
Maria Avila
• Phone response team set up to provide phone access to trained and experienced League volunteers during voter registration events in
the community. Thanks to: Pam Wellington, Linda Neubauer, Mary Jo McDonald, Janet Badura, Nancy Beaumier
• Distribution of 7,000 accessible Make A Plan flyers in Hunger Task Force Senior Food Boxes. Thanks to: Sally Callan
• Use of Community Smartphone cards as bookmarks in books checked out through all Milwaukee Public Library branches. Thanks to:
Dannette Lank
• Distribution of Smartphone cards to Shorewood Public Library. Thanks to: Mary Jo McDonald
• Distribution of Smartphone cards to Cudahy, St. Francis, and South Milwaukee libraries. Thanks to: Kathleen Scullen
• 5500 High School specific smartphone cards delivered to Milwaukee area high schools to include in senior diplomas/ graduation
materials. Thanks to: Heidi Frenzel, Judith Winn, Pam Millington, Camille Faherty, Amy Nyce
• Revision of all training and voter registration, voting and election information for online use: Thanks to: Leigh Ann Tidey, Michele
Sumara
• Ongoing distribution of High School Smartphone cards to area schools, co-production of Hip Hop Voter Registration Party (with True
Skool), implementation of remote high school student training and voter registration events. Thanks to: Leigh Ann Tidey, Joey Walsh,
Michele Sumara, Sue Schneidler, Mary Delgado, Judith Winn, Tom Wild, Susan Krechel, Amy Nyce
Online training in how to use the My Vote Online Voter Registration System and Photo ID for Voting. Thanks to: Liz Aelion
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VOTER SERVICES
October 3, 1988 NEWS RELEASE Bush v. Dukakis Presidential Debate

LEAGUE REFUSES TO "HELP PERPETRATE A FRAUD"
WITHDRAWS SUPPORT FROM FINAL PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE
WASHINGTON, DC —"The League of Women Voters is withdrawing its sponsorship of the
presidential debate scheduled for mid-October because the demands of the two campaign
organizations would perpetrate a fraud on the American voter," League President Nancy M. Neuman
said today.
"It has become clear to us that the candidates' organizations aim to add debates to their list of
campaign-trail charades devoid of substance, spontaneity and honest answers to tough questions,"
Neuman said. "The League has no intention of becoming an accessory to the hoodwinking of the
American public."
Neuman said that the campaigns presented the League with their debate agreement on September
28, two weeks before the scheduled debate. The campaigns' agreement was negotiated "behind
closed doors" and was presented to the League as "a done deal," she said, its 16 pages of
conditions not subject to negotiation. Most objectionable to the League, Neuman said, were
conditions in the agreement that gave the campaigns unprecedented control over the proceedings.
Neuman called "outrageous" the campaigns' demands that they control the selection of questioners,
the composition of the audience, hall access for the press and other issues.
"The campaigns' agreement is a closed-door masterpiece," Neuman said. "Never in the history of
the League of Women Voters have two candidates' organizations come to us with such stringent,
unyielding and self-serving demands." Neuman said she and the League regretted that the
American people have had no real opportunities to judge the presidential nominees outside of
campaign-controlled environments.
"On the threshold of a new millenium, this country remains the brightest hope for all who cherish free
speech and open debate," Neuman said. "Americans deserve to see and hear the men who would
be president face each other in a debate on the hard and complex issues critical to our progress into
the next century." Neuman issued a final challenge to both Vice President Bush and Governor
Dukakis to "rise above your handlers and agree to join us in presenting the fair and full discussion
the American public expects of a League of Women Voters debate."

Words of Wisdom from the Late Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
"Women belong in all places where decisions are being made. It shouldn't be that women are the exception."
"I would like to be remembered as someone who used whatever talent she had to do her work to the very best of her ability."
"You can disagree without being disagreeable."
"I'm a very strong believer in listening and learning from others."
"Fight for the things that you care about, but do it in a way that will lead others to join you."
"Real change, enduring change, happens one step at a time."
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FORUMS, POSITIONS, AND ACTION
LWVMC Supports Abolishing the
Electoral College

The Advocacy Committee Studies
Police Reform

Elizabeth Lentini, Member LWVMC

Lorna Grade, Advocacy Committee Chair

The League has advocated abolishing the Electoral College (EC)
since 1970. I recently gave a Zoom presentation about this position
on behalf of the LWVMC to a group on Milwaukee’s East Side. With
the 2020 election in full swing and the central importance of the EC in
recent elections, it seemed especially timely.

This past May, the actions of a police officer in Minneapolis ignited
calls for racial and social justice. The ruthless killing of an unarmed,
handcuffed man for a minor offense brought to the fore the need to
address reform in police policies and practices.

The LWV’s presentation reviews the deleterious effects of the EC and
presents factual information countering various myths about its
creation and effect. The LWV endorses a Constitutional amendment
to abolish the EC and also endorses the National Popular Vote
Interstate Compact (NPVIC), in which states pledge to cast their EC
votes to whomever wins the popular vote. The NPVIC would become
effective when states with at least 270 electoral votes have joined. As
of July 2020 it has been enacted into law in 16 states with a total of
196 electoral votes, so states representing 74 additional electoral
votes must join before it becomes effective.
After the presentation the attendees asked numerous interesting
questions. One was concerned that abolishing the EC would change
the nature of our republican form of government. While reasonable
people can disagree on this point, I pointed out that our two-tiered
legislative system was a republican system and abolishing the
College would not change that.
In addition, as pointed out in the LWV presentation, the President is
the only elected official in our country who represents the entire
country, so perhaps it is appropriate for the President to be elected by
popular vote. Several other attendees asked variations on another
important concern – Isn’t the Electoral College beneficial because it
produces a clear winner? Wouldn’t abolishing it result in endless
recounts and election uncertainty? The LWV presentation doesn’t
directly address this concern, but I pointed out that the close EC vote
in 2000 resulted in litigation and lengthy uncertainty, while though
fewer than 80,000 votes in three states (Michigan, Pennsylvania and
Wisconsin, respectively 0.2%, 0.7% and 0.8% of votes cast in each
state), determined the EC winner of the 2016 election, yet no one
sued for recounts in any of those states.
If you are interested in learning more about the League’s position on
the Electoral College, go to the Resources section of our website.
https://www.lwvmilwaukee.org/league-positions-studies

Introducing a Focus on the Climate
Ann Gainey, Natural Resources Committee

The League’s position on law enforcement states that we support
“Law enforcement policy locally developed by cooperative efforts of
citizens and law enforcement agencies using state guidelines, but
reflecting local needs.” With this as our guide, the LWVMC Police
Policy and Practice Reform Committee was formed in June with 14
dedicated members who have been meeting weekly or biweekly
since.
The committee determined they would research police policies and
practices to educate themselves, and to ally our efforts with
community groups who have been working for years on studies and
proposals to improve public safety and to ensure greater well-being
and equity for all community members.

The committee is researching use of force, qualified immunity, the
role of police unions, police recruiting and training, diversity on the
police force, residency requirements, reallocating police department
funds, police culture, community-oriented policing, city-wide public
safety plans, and state laws regulating law enforcement. Several
sessions were spent meeting with representatives of community
organizations engaged in this work who have provided invaluable
insight as well as recommendations for how the LWVMC can
support their work. The committee discovered the issues are
complex and there are no easy solutions.
In August, the committee worked with the state League to request
state legislators to act on Governor Evers’ call for a Special Session
to take up the package of legislation announced earlier in the year
that offered a framework for the prevention of violence in
Wisconsin.
In September, a letter to Mayor Barrett and members of the
Milwaukee Common Council encouraged them to follow specific
principles in regard to the 2021 Milwaukee Police Department
Budget to rid the department of systemic racism and improve
community-based policing. A call for action to our members who
are Milwaukee residents was sent in early October to support this
budget request.
We continue to welcome any members who would like to join us at
advocacy@lwvmilwaukee.org.

ways to reduce our carbon footprint and decrease products in our landfills that
take decades to decompose, if ever. Feel free to share this information with
family and friends by encouraging them to improve our climate and our
Earth. According to climate scientists, we have only 10 years to turn this
climate crisis around, so we are at a critical turning point.

Welcome to a new yet timely addition to the LWVMC newsletter. Climate
Focus will be a series of articles by the LWVMC Natural Resources
Committee. The objective is to focus on climate issues that negatively affect
We hope to inspire you to do this for the people in your lives and for the benefit
our lives, our environment, and our Earth. The goal is to provide information on of future generations. Let’s do this for the love of our planet and for each other.
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Join Up! Join In! Join the League of Women Voters – Today!
Empowering voters. Defending democracy.

The League of Women Voters is an
organization fully committed to diversity,
equity, and inclusion in principle and in
practice. Diversity, equity, and inclusion
are central to the organization’s current
and future success in engaging all
individuals, households, communities,
and policy makers in creating a more
perfect democracy.

Milwaukee County Yearly Membership Dues:
___$70 Individual (covers state and national dues* + $8 for the work of our Milwaukee County League)
___$25 First Year Individual Option (covers some of the state and national dues* - limited number available)
___$10 Student (no state or national dues required; $10 for the work of our Milwaukee County League)

___$100 Sustaining Individual (covers dues* + $38 for membership expansion and our League’s work)
___$170 Centennial Individual (covers dues* + $108 for the work of our Milwaukee County League)
___$110 Household (covers dues* + $17 for the work of our Milwaukee County League)
* For each membership, our League sends dues of $30 to the State and $32 to the National League offices.
We also send $15 (State) and $16 (National) for each additional person within a Household membership.

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
Email Address: __________________________________________________________________________
Phone: Home (

)_____________________________ Mobile (

Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion Policy

)_____________________________

There shall be no barriers to full
participation in this organization on the
basis of gender, gender identity, ethnicity,
race, native or indigenous origin, age,
generation, sexual orientation, culture,
religion, belief system, marital status,
parental status, socioeconomic status,
language, accent, ability status, mental
health, educational level or background,
geography, nationality, work style, work
experience, job role function, thinking
style, personality type, physical
appearance, political perspective or
affiliation and/or any other characteristic
that can be identified as recognizing or
illustrating diversity.

Please complete this form - make your check payable to LWVMC - and mail to:
League of Women Voters of Milwaukee County, 6737 W. Washington St., Suite 2218, West Allis, WI 53214
OR join online at lwvmilwaukee.org/members (add $2 if using PayPal)

Revised August 2020

Thank you!

League of Women Voters - Nonprofit, nonpartisan since 1920!

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
6737 W Washington St Ste 2218
West Allis, WI 53214

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF MILWAUKEE COUNTY
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