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For many of us, the outcome of the November 8 election was a surprise. Some of us
were pleased, somewere not. Some of uswould have been happy towelcome the
first woman President as we approach the 100th anniversary of Woman
Suffrage in theUnitedStates andWisconsin. It is important thatwe remind
ourselves that the League is a non-partisan organization. We never
endorse or oppose political candidates or political parties. We are
concernedwithparticular issues forwhichwehave studiedandadopted
national, state and local positions, including those related to voting
rights and the voting process itself. In the days after the electionwenow
ask ourselves, “What should we as a local League do now?”

We will continue to work on equal pay for equal work. We will continue
to advocate for our positions on voting rights, clean air, clean water and
removing the influence of money in politics. We will continue to advocate for
non-partisan redistricting, gun safety, fair immigration policies, and access to
healthcare, housing, education – until these positions become the law of the land.

The League is a grassroots organization. Unlike many national organizations, we have
a “bottom up” structure. The perfect example is our Program Making meeting where we as
Leaguers review current local and state positions, then discuss what issues to study and advocate for in the next two years. Come
to the January 18 meeting and make your voice heard.

During the recent presidential election, League volunteers put in thousands of hours educating and registering voters in the greater
Milwaukee area. Thank you to all League leaders and volunteers who helped further the League’s nationwide goal of Making
Democracy Work for All.

Our parting words in 2016 are: Stay engaged, stay informed, never give up on what you believe in and don’t give up on our local
community. Continue to contact your elected officials tomake themaware of your concerns. Your voicematters, and you canmake
a difference.

Wishing you and your loved ones a healthy, prosperous and very Happy New Year.

Ruth andMary Kae
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CALENDAR
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January 2017

(Continued on page 3)

Thurs
9 am
11 am
2 pm

Naturalization Ceremony / New Voter Registration
Federal Courthouse, 517 E. Wisconsin Ave., Courtroom 390
Contact: Mary Jo McDonald, 414-962-8195

26

18 Wed
Combined Unit Meeting: Program Making
St. John's on the Lake, 1840 N. Prospect Ave., Milwaukee
Contact: Kathy Johnson, 414-443-09316 pm

Mon 1:00 pm
Membership Committee Meeting
St. John's on the Lake, 1840 N. Prospect Ave., Milwaukee
Contact: Barbara Rasmussen, 414-963-9535

16

12 Thurs
10:00 -
11:30 am

International Relations/Great Decisions Discussion Group - Climate Change
Wauwatosa Public Library, Firefly Room, 7635 W. North Ave., Wauwatosa
Contact: Ned Maxwell, 414-258-9222

5 Thurs
9 am
11 am

Naturalization Ceremony / New Voter Registration
Federal Courthouse, 517 E. Wisconsin Ave., Courtroom 320
Contact: Mary Jo McDonald, 414-962-8195

Wed 6 pm
Board Meeting
1845 N. Farwell Ave., Milwaukee
Contact: Mary Kae Nelson, 414-964-9988; Ruth Shank, 414-763-2471

11

February 2017

1 Wed
Last Day to Register to Vote by Mail

9 Thurs
9 am
11 am

Naturalization Ceremony / New Voter Registration
Federal Courthouse, 517 E. Wisconsin Ave., Courtroom 320
Contact: Mary Jo McDonald, 414-962-8195

9 Thurs
International Relations/Great Decisions Discussion Group - Cuba and the U.S.
Wauwatosa Public Library, Firefly Room, 7635 W. North Ave., Wauwatosa
Contact: Ned Maxwell, 414-258-922210:00 am

Wed 6 pm
Board Meeting
1845 N. Farwell Ave., Milwaukee
Contact: Mary Kae Nelson, 414-964-9988; Ruth Shank, 414-763-2471

8

17 Fri
Last Day for In-Person Absentee Voting (City Clerk's Office)

15 Wed
Souper Supper
Bay Shore Lutheran Church, 1200 E. Hampton Rd., Whitefish Bay
Contact: Ann Batiza, 414-238-3903

6 pm

16 Thurs
Last Day to Request Absentee Ballots by Mail

Mon 4 pm
Voter Services Committee Meeting
League Office, 1845 N. Farwell Ave., Milwaukee
Contact: Mary Jo McDonald, 414-962-8195

13

Wed 7 pm
Natural Resources Committee Meeting
Conference Call
Contact: Carol Diggelman, 414-232-3739

25

6 Mon
First Day for In-Person Absentee Voting (City Hall)
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7February 2017 (Cont.)

Scenes from the Winter Social
at Barbara Boles' home

Upper Left: Barbara Overstreet, Jessica Petri, Patty Leone Thiel, Deb Siri Johannes. Upper Right: Barbara Rasmussen,
Robert Kennedy, Mary Kae Nelson, Barbara Overstreet. Lower Left: Hannah Dugan, Elizabeth Aelion, Sarajane
Kennedy. Lower Right: T. Ruth Shank, Deb Siri Johannes, Kathy Johnson.

Thurs
9 am
11 am
2 pm

Naturalization Ceremony / New Voter Registration
Federal Courthouse, 517 E. Wisconsin Ave., Courtroom 390
Contact: Mary Jo McDonald, 414-962-8195

23

Sun 2 pm
New Member Orientation
Home of Barbara Boles, 2951 N. Lake Drive, Milwaukee
Contact: Barbara Boles, 414-763-8162

26

Wed 7 pm
Natural Resources Committee Meeting
Conference Call
Contact: Carol Diggelman, 414-232-3739

22

21 Tues Spring Primary Election - VOTE!

Mon 1:00 pm
Membership Committee Meeting
Sojourner Family Peace Center, 619 W. Walnut St., Milwaukee
Contact: Barbara Rasmussen, 414-963-9535

20

Mon 12 noon
Lunch & Learn
Sojourner Family Peace Center, 619 W. Walnut St., Milwaukee
Contact: Mary Kae Nelson, 414-964-9988

20
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The State of the Wisconsin Budget Process
Barb Hussin

Following is a brief overview of the budget process that occurs every
two years as the budget is adopted by the Wisconsin legislature. (A
complete explanation is available at http://legis.wisconsin.gov/
under the heading The Budget Process.)

The budget process begins when the State Budget Office in the
Department of Administration (DOA) issues instructions to state
agencies for submittal of their budget requests for the next biennium.
The budget requests are reviewed by the office, then the State Budget
Director, the Secretary of the DOA, and ultimately, the Governor.

At this point, the legislature has no official role, BUT agencies are
required to submit copies of their budget requests to the Legislative
Fiscal Bureau at this same time. This is done so that the legislature is
knowledgeable of the content of agency budget requests. The
Legislative Fiscal Bureau is a nonpartisan legislative service agency,

and has the responsibility of assisting the Joint Committee on Finance and the legislature in their deliberations on fiscal matters. As
in the State Budget Office, the Fiscal Bureau analysts review the specific state agencies' budgets.

The law requires the Governor to deliver the biennial budget message to the legislature on or before the last Tuesday in January of
the odd-numbered year. It is common (and permissible) for the Governor to request a later date from the Legislature.

The Governor submits supporting documents along with the budget message. The principal one is the Governor's Budget Book,
which provides a brief description of each agency, summary fiscal information, and an itemized listing of the Governor's
recommended changes to an agency's base budget. The State Budget Office produces a "Budget-in-Brief" document, which is an
overview of the Governor's budget policies and the major recommended changes.

The Governor's budget recommendations are incorporated into an executive budget bill to be presented to the Legislature. The bill
is drafted and prepared by the Legislative Reference Bureau, a service agency.

Shortly after the draft of the executive budget bill, the Legislative Fiscal
Bureauprepares independent explanatory informationon theGovernor's
budget for use by the legislature.Thedocument provides a summaryof all
changes to each agency's existing budget level being recommended by the
Governor, as well as all proposed statutory changes included in the
Governor's budget bill. More information is provided as the budget
process moves along.

Immediately after delivery of the Governor's budget message, the
executive budget bill must be introduced, without change, into one of the
twohousesof theLegislature by the JointCommitteeonFinance.Thebill
MUST be referred to that Committee for review.

The Joint Committee onFinance is a statutory committee that consists of
16 members -- eight senators and eight representatives. All bills
introduced in either house of the legislature relating to appropriation of
money, revenue, or taxation are referred to the Joint Committee before
being passed. The review of the Governor’s budget is the most complex
and gets the most review of any bills.

When the Legislative Fiscal Bureau finishes its budget summary
document, the Joint Committee on Finance begins to hold public
hearings on the Governor's proposed budget.

The Voter Production Crew:

Chris Hansen, Sr. Editor & Layout
Shirley Halloran, Editor
Louise Petering, Advisor

Contact us at:
1845 N. Farwell Ave., Suite 102

Milwaukee, WI 53202
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Preparing for LWV-MC April General Meeting “Bridging the Divide”
Ann Batiza

As discussed in the October/November Voter, the LWV-
MCwill presentanApril generalmeetingon“Bridging the
Divide” about overcoming the polarization exposed by
the recent presidential election. Perhaps like you, I have
experienced conversations where the divide has seemed
very big, indeed!

I caught just a snippet of a Krista Tippet conversation on
NPRwhereher guestVincentHarding (authorofHopeand
History:WhyWeMust Share the Story of theMovement) said,
“I have felt increasingly that what we are really talking
about is not howwe can havemore civil conversation, but
what we’re talking about in the context of our society, for
one thing, is how we can learn how to have a democratic
conversation.”

I’ve taken that quote out of the context of their discussion
about civil rights, but it resonated for me in evoking the
idea of respect for all participants in the conversation and importantly for their points of view. In preparing for the April general
meeting,wewill initially consider information in thehandbook,ReachingAcross theRed/BlueDivide. This bookgrewoutof thePublic
Conversations Project of the Family Institute of Cambridge, but it also provides guiding principles locally for the
Frank Ziedler Center for Public Discussion (http://zeidlercenter.org/ ).

The handbook espouses three rules for such conversations that seem to unpack that unrelated advice from Vincent Harding:
•You agree to set aside the desire to persuade the other and instead focus on developing a better understanding of each other’s

perspectives, and the hopes, fears, and values that underlie them;
•You agree to be curious and to avoid the pattern of attack and defend;
•You choose to ask questions and move beyond stereotypes and assumptions.

You can download this handbook from http://www.whatisessential.org/red-blue. The idea that one rejects the “desire to
persuade” in favor of trying to understand “each other’s perspective” is compelling and is one we will examine as we prepare for
this general meeting. Planning committee members are Ann Batiza (chair), Kathy Johnson, Peggy Creer, Anne Golden, Mary
Sussman,Ruth Shank, filmmaker Janet Fitch (director of "Guns,Grief&Grace inAmerica”), andWPRhostKathleenDunn. We look
forward to interesting conversations as we prepare for this April general meeting. We hope you will join us then.

References
Vincent Harding quote is from:
www.onbeing.org/program/vincent-harding-is-america-possible/transcript/9037#main_content
The red/blue divide handbook can be downloaded from:
http://www.whatisessential.org/red-blue
Video of a Harvard-run conference on polarization can be found at:
http://hnmcp.law.harvard.edu/newsletters/political-dialogue-and-civility-in-an-age-of-polarization/
Janet Fitch as director of the series, “Guns, Grief and Grace in America”:
http://changegunviolence.com/about-us/janet-fitch-2

Designed by

Democracy

Is Your Information in the LWV-MCMembership Directory Correct?
LWV-MC Membership Directories were mailed to all members in December. Please take a minute to
check that your information is correct. If it is not, please call the office (414-273-8683) or email
(League@lwvmilwaukee.org) with corrections. Your help is essential in keeping the directory current,
and we appreciate your assistance.

How to Bridge the Divide
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Veteran political reporters Molly Ball of The Atlantic and Dan
Balz of The Washington Post headlined an all-day Election
Symposium sponsored by the Elections Research Center at
UW-Madison on December 9. They were joined by Charles
Franklin of the Marquette Law School Poll, digital and social
media experts, and political scientists. Members of the
Milwaukee County and State LWV attended.

"There was an appetite for radicalism in the electorate that
neither party appreciated," Ball said. "There is a sense among
peopleonboth the left and the right that these are extreme times
that require extreme solutions."

Balz said in this presidential election, all conventional
assumptions about outcomes were upended. "I think
collectively there was a breakdown," Balz said. " I think
everyone in this room probably understands that. It forced
everybody to rethink howwerewe thinking about this election,
and why were we wrong."

Erika Franklin Fowler, associate professor of government at
Wesleyan University, provided estimates of political
advertising spending in the 2016 presidential campaign. She
said that $2.8 billion was spent on TV advertising, down very
slightly from 2012, but digital advertising tripled, coming in at
less than $1 billion overall. Clinton outspent Trump on
advertising by almost three to one.

Dhavan V. Shah, professor and director of the Mass
Communication Research Center at UW-Wisconsin, focused
on exploring the importance of social media in this campaign,
arguing thatDonaldTrumpusedsocialmedia tohisadvantage,
which garnered him massive amounts of media coverage.

"Part of what we can do by looking at social media is tracking
theamplificationofeliteviews,"Shahsaid. "When[elites]have
a large follower network, those perspectives cannot only be
amplified but can echo and be disseminated very rapidly
without any press gatekeepers or the kinds of people who
normally help us to differentiate fact from fiction."

Shah said he thought the media did a terrible job covering the
election.

"Donald Trump could sneeze. There would be a story written
about him," he said. "He could tweet. There would be a story
written about him. He would host a rally. There would be a

story written about him. He was constantly getting covered.
Over the course of the primary campaign alone, he got $2.8
billion in earnedmedia coverage, compared to Hillary Clinton
who got $1.1 billion. Journalists say 'there was a huge appetite
for this kind of news.' Well, yeah, they fed it. They fed it by
writing the next silly story about Donald Trump."

Shah saidTrumpgot the coverage by relyingon someof theold
tricks and techniques that politicians tend to use to drive
coverage by staging public or media events and agreeing to
interviews and holding press conferences, and by calling in to
radio shows and morning news programs.

"But he was very savvy about how he used social media and
digitalmedia. Andespeciallywhenheused these tweet storms,
and we still hear about them. When he gets on a rant about
someone,hedoesn't sendonetweet,hesendsaboutsixorseven.
And then his followers amplify that message," Shah said.

"Like FDR with radio or Kennedy with television or Obama
with digital targeting and digital advertising, I think Trump
understoodsocialmedia inaway that fewof thecandidatesdid.
As a result, he was able to leverage it in ways that proved
powerful…powerful, certainly in reachingout to thepublic,but
also in driving press coverage," Shah said.

KatherineCramer, professor of political science and director of
theMorgridgeCenter forPublicServiceatUW-Madison,spoke
aboutherongoing researchwithagroupof ruralWisconsinites,
many who were Trump supporters. She is the author of The
Politics ofResentment:RuralConsciousness inWisconsin and theRise
of Scott Walker (2016, University of Chicago Press).

"In a lot of these smaller communities around Wisconsin,
people explained tome thatWisconsin has two parts," Cramer
said. "You have Madison and Milwaukee, our main metro
areas, and then there's the rest of the state. ...[Y]ou prettymuch
ignore us."

"Theyhave this sense thatpeople in "outstate"Wisconsin,don't
get their fare share . . .of power, resources [money] or respect,"
she said.

Cramer said she hopes her research sheds some light on why
ruralWisconsin voters supported Trump, who voicedmany of
their concerns such as immigrants and corrupt establishment
politicians.

Post-Election Symposium Presented Research Data And Expert Analysis
Mary Sussman

The election symposium is available onWisconsin Eye (http://www.wiseye.org/). You can view it for yourself at
http://www.wiseye.org/video-archive/event-detail/evhdid/11161 .
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If your friends are looking for an antidote to election season fatigue or cynicism, tell them they’ll find it at the League of Women
Voters. For 96 years, the League has prodded the nation to fulfill its promise bymaking democracy work for all. There is still work to
doat thenational, state, and local levels. Gifts ofmoneyand timearemuchappreciated. Leaguework is anice (and fulfilling!) escape
from partisan politics.

In Wisconsin, the state Legislature since 2011 has passed more than 30 laws affecting voting and elections. Hundreds of League
volunteers have worked diligently to keep voter information up-to-date as the laws changed
and issues were sorted out in the courts.

Perhaps the best antidote to cynicism can be found at naturalization ceremonies for newU.S.
citizens, where the Milwaukee League over time has registered thousands eager to exercise
their newfound right to vote. Likewise, theMilwaukee League’s nationally recognizedHigh
School Voter Registration Project enrolls eligible student voters.

In addition to educating and registering voters, the League studies public policy issues to
advocate in the public interest for or against particular policies.

At the local level, in 2016 the LWV-MC presented programs, free and open to the public, on
these important topics: Risks of Oil Trains Moving Through Milwaukee; The Emerging
Electorate;WisconsinWater - Quantity and Quality Issues; and ADiscussion onMatters of
Race.

Doris “Granny D.” Haddock said, “Democracy isn’t something we have; it’s something we
do.” The LWV is full of doers. So encourage your friends to do something by supporting – or
joining – the LWV-MC. Donations can be submitted by check payable to LWVMilwaukee
and mailed to the LWV-MC office, or by credit card or PayPal at lwvmilwaukee.org.

LWV-MC Natural Resources Committee November General Meeting
Carol Diggelman

On Saturday, November 12, eighty League members and interested citizens attended the LWV-MC general meeting, Wisconsin
Water: Quantity andQuality Issues, at the Shorewood Village Center. TheNovember/December 2016 issue ofThe Voter included
backgrounds and qualifications of presentersGallo andCarvan, alongwith a list of suggested readings onwater quality and quantity
issues in Wisconsin which can be accessed at http://tinyurl.com/novdec16voter

Donald Gallo, Environmental Attorney and Partner at Husch Blackwell, addressed water quantity issues. The focus of Attorney
Gallo's presentation was on consequences of a recent legal opinion ofWisconsin Attorney General Brad Schimel that narrows the
powers of the Department of Natural Resources to regulate permitting of high-capacity wells. There is concern about this ruling,
because the number of high-capacity wells has grown 54 percent between 2000 and 2015 according to Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources figures. He also gave an historical background to today's legal framework governing water rights and
responsibilities. Mr. Gallo’s presentation can be found at http://tinyurl.com/gallo111216
Further information regarding Mr. Schimel’s ruling is at http://tinyurl.com/schimelopinion

Michael Carvan, Shaw Professor, UW-Milwaukee School of Freshwater Sciences, addressed water quality issues His focus was on
the proliferation of environmental chemicals in water that adversely affect human health. A major problem is identifying all the
chemicals discharged into our various ground and surfacewater systems, the greatmajority ofwhich have not had adequate toxicity
testing. ProfessorCarvan stressed theneed to employ the “precautionaryprinciple”: a chemical cannot bedischarged intoourwater
systems until the manufacturer and discharger prove its safety. Professor Carvan talked about the concentrations of lead in urban
water supplies in cities with lead pipes. He assured the audience thatMilwaukee has some of the cleanest and safest drinking water
in the country, notwithstanding that tens of thousands of households are exposed to lead poisoning due to old lead pipes. His final
remarks addressed his preliminary research on epigenetics using zebra fish. Dr. Carvan’s presentation is at
http://tinyurl.com/profcarvan

An Antidote to Election Season Fatigue and Cynicism
Peggy Creer

It's time to
join the
League . . .
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Action – A New Year's Resolution
Barb Hussin

Sometime in January2017,GovernorWalkerwill propose anew two-year budget to theWisconsin legislature. The
public plays a huge role in that budget review by appearing at public hearings, by sending letters and emails, and
by personally visiting state representatives.

As League members, we know the importance of using information from our own policy studies to support or
oppose funding issues in the state budget. In this budget cycle, the LWV-WILegislative Committee’s primary (but
not exclusive) focuswill beon theactionsof thenewWisconsinElectionCommission, public educationat all levels,
public health, transportation, and environmental impact on ground water.

As the state budget process unfolds,wewill receive requests forTime forAction fromLWV-WI. When that happens,
an official response fromeach local League is sent, but the rest of us are asked to support League positionswith individual responses.
So it is important that one of your New Year’s resolutions will be to take action when asked. One official letter representing 150
members is impactful, but 150 letters supporting that same position can be decisive.

A wonderful resource for action efforts is http://legis.wisconsin.gov/, the site for information on the Wisconsin legislature. It
provides information on finding your representatives and their websites, but wonderful links to governmental resources, too. Add
it to your Favorites and use it often to promote good government through League action!

Election Night Reporting
Alexis Gassenhuber

The League ofWomen Voters of Milwaukee County will continue
toreportelectionnightresults inthespringof2017. Pleasemarkyour
calendars for upcoming elections on February 21 and April 4.

We will look for volunteers to report election results on those
evenings. It entails arriving at themunicipal or county clerk’s office
by7:50p.m., thencalling themediawithresultsas theybecomefinal.

Please email Alexis at LWVMCElectNiteReporting@gmail.com
to volunteer on those dates.

We thank volunteers for their hard work reporting the results of the
fall election. We focused not only on the outlying counties, but also
referenda in Cudahy, Franklin, and St. Francis.

Souper Supper Will Highlight Local League History
Ann Batiza

Typically, this annual event celebrates thebirthof theLeague in1920,whichoccurred justprior to ratificationof the19thamendment
that gave women the right to vote.

However, this year’sSouperSupperwill featurea timelineofour localLeague’s contributions tocivil discourseandWisconsinpolicy
during its history. Milwaukee County League members have testified, lobbied, provided dialog, influenced discourse, and
sometimes affected outcomes on issues such as:

•Marital property reform
•Protection of Wisconsin’s aquifer
•Gerrymandering
•Voter ID laws
•Candidate Forums

Asmembers arrive, they will be asked to place labeled indicator cards on a timeline of League activity. The programwill highlight
these activities asmembers (some for as long as 50 years!) relate personal remembrances of their contributions to these events. State
Board member and past local League president Louise Petering has offered her stored archives of The Voter and League minutes to
mine for information, in addition to office records. Teri Lane plans to film the event to preserve this historical record of our League.

If you would like to participate in searching for information or by relating your personal recollections of events, please contact the
organizer, Ann Batiza, at annwisc@gmail.com or 414-238-3903. If you pay ahead, the cost is $15, or it’s $18 at the door.
We hope to see you there!

SOUPER SUPPER
Wednesday, February 15 at 6 p.m.

Bay Shore Lutheran Church, Whitefish Bay

Kindred Spirits Needed
Beverly Katter, Membership Committee /
Nominating Committee Member

Board members have told me how much they enjoy
the productivity and camaraderie of monthly board
meetings.

As anon-boardmember, this is anopportunity forme
to express my gratitude to those who have taken
leadership roles. Your knowledgeable decision-
making and guidance were crucial in successfully
implementing growth in membership numbers.

Members, please consider guiding the direction of
LWV-MC for 2017-2019 by joining the board!



I amcomposing this article in earlyDecemberwhenmost of us are
in a season of waiting for Christmas or Hanukkah or Kwanzaa
and/or the New Year. And, of course, a new federal
administration. Some of these we look forward to with joy and
others maybe with a bit of apprehension.

But, as Leaguers, we look forward to a new program year for
Making Democracy Happen. We have dozens of active members
who register voters, assist at candidate forums, encourage active
citizen participation at community events, organize community
meetings centered on issues, all the while enjoying camaraderie
and friendship. Along the way we meet other dedicated activists
and build leadership skills. We are aworking group, but we enjoy
socializing, too. I encourage all members to be as active as your
interest, energy, and time allow.

On Membership
Chris Weber Sponnick, Membership Co-Chair

New Members
Shirley Halloran, Membership Committee

The following joined the League of Women
Voters-MilwaukeeCounty duringNovember and
December of 2016:

Linda and Eric Anderson, Milwaukee
Barbara Epenhoch, New Berlin
Judith Kistler, Bayside
Stacy Racine Lynch, Wauwatosa
Tiffany McFadden, Menomonee Falls
Ann Nowicki, Shorewood
Debra Siri-Johannes, Waukesha
Bodin Sterba, Shorewood
Louise Ver Wert, Wauwatosa

LWV-MC has the good fortune of consistently
gainingnewmembers. Due toheightened interest
in a presidential election, the fall of 2016 brought
even faster growth than usual. The membership
committee looks forward to welcoming all new
members, so please join us on Sunday, February
26, as we tell you in person how pleasedwe are to
haveyouwithus. Specificsareavailable in thebox
below.

9

LWV-MC NewMember Orientation

During the fall of 2016, when the adrenalin leading up to a presidential election ran high, the Milwaukee County League
was privileged to welcome more than 30 new members. Now it’s a quieter time, so let’s gather to learn what the League
does “off season”. If you are among those new members, we especially invite you to join us. Even if you’re not so new,
you’re invited, too.

Whenyoupaiddues, you joinednot only theMilwaukeeLeague, but the state (LWV-WI) andnational (LWV-US) leagues,
too. Learn of the important work done at all three levels.

When: Sunday, February 26, 2017, 2 to 4 p.m.
Gather at 2:00 with orientation starting 2:30

Where: Barbara Boles’ home
2951 North Lake Drive, Milwaukee

Food: Light refreshments

RSVP: By Friday, February 24, to Barbara at 414-763-8162 or boleswh@aol.com
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Preparing for Program Making
Kathy Johnson

OnWednesday, January18, at 6p.m.atSt. John’son theLake, anannual combinedunitsmeeting
will determine upcoming League activity relating to the League’s core values. Specifically, we
believe that grassroots initiatives and consensus building are the strengths of our organization. It
is key to our mission:

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages the informed and
activeparticipationof citizens ingovernment,works to increaseunderstandingofmajorpublicpolicy
issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

Because what we accomplish at the Program Making meeting directs program activity for the
coming year, it is of great value to prepare ahead of time by becoming familiar in three areas.

1. Current LWV-MC positions

Visit http://lwvmilwaukee.org/StandsonIssues.html to review complete texts.

Government: cooperation between local units of government; shared services; finance
communication; tax-exempt properties; library services; long-range planning; structures; and
county institutions land development.

Government/Social Policy: convenient and predatory lending.

SocialPolicy: administrationof justice; education --Chapter220andvocational technical;MilwaukeeCountyDepartmentofParks,
Recreation, and Culture; housing; human services; health department; and urban development.

2. 2017-18 position on poverty from LWV-WI

Questions from Andrea Kaminski, State Executive Director. Member input is important in developing our answers to the state
League. The questions are:
• If the League were to conduct a study on poverty on a statewide basis, what should be the focus of the work, e.g.,

homelessness, health, employment, food security, child or elderly health, etc.?
• Does your League know of some particularly good resources for such a study?
• If your League is studying, or has studied, poverty at the local level, what is/was the scope of the study? If you have

done advocacy on the issue, what state, national or local positions have you used in your advocacy?
• Does the League need a state position on poverty, or are other, already existing state and national positions adequate

for our advocacy in this area? (State positions at: http://www.lwvwi.org/IssuesAdvocacy.aspx, with links into the
individual positions. National positions at: http://lwv.org/content/impact-issues-online-edition .)

• If current state and national positions are not adequate, what additional areas need study and development?
• If your League believes a state-level position on poverty is needed, what should be the scope of the study and the

methodology for developing a new position?

3. Issues addressed in positions of other local Leagues

In review of websites from local leagues in other medium-sized cities, focus on local government is descriptive. Some possibilities
for areas to explore were found: city government, county government, downtown development, regional planning, property tax
levies, tax-funded agencies, redistricting, criminal justice, juvenile justice, education, public libraries, addiction services, children’s
services, healthcare, human services, housing, women’s rights, land use and recreation, natural resources, andwastemanagement.

What do you think our League should address? Are updates needed to any of our current positions? Is there any one issue, such
as poverty in Milwaukee County, that ought to be studied?

JOIN THE LEAGUE

Not a member yet?

Use the form on the last page

to sign up today!



According to the LWV Mission and Values Statement: The
League believes in the “empowerment of the grassroots, both
within the League and in communities.” And, among the
League’s core values: “We believe that grassroots initiatives
and consensus building are the strengths of our organization.”

What are grassroots? What is grassroots activity? How dowe
in the Milwaukee League actualize these beliefs? The use of
this term appears to date from the second decade of the 20th
century in theUnitedStates, concurrentwith theestablishment
of the Progressive Party. Since that time, grassroots has been
applied to a wide variety of movements and activities. The
Civil Rights Movement and the cleanup of Love Canal are
cited as two major successful grassroots campaigns.

Dictionarydefinitionsof the term includephrases likeordinary
people; basic or primary concept; separate from the elite;
political, social, or economic group.

Inmassmediaof the21st century, the termcanbeappropriated
by groups/organizations whose use is not consistent with
traditional usage. An internet search for “grassroots” directs
the user to an international public relations firm in
Washington, DC, with clients in “corporate affairs, food and
beverage, health care, energy, technology, and international
affairs.” Several websites market services and products that
“reach out to the grassroots.”

But for the League ofWomen Voters, the concepts that define
grassroots activity also describe how issues are addressed.

Bottom-up, rather than top-down, decision-making
At each level (local, state and national) the League establishes
positions on issues of concern to members following a defined
process: 1) The League of Women Voters takes action on an
issue or advocates for a causewhen there is an existing League
position that supports the issue or speaks to the cause; 2)
Positions result from a process of study. Studies are thorough
in gathering facts and details as well as discussion of pros and
consof each situation; and3) It is the consensus statement--the
statement resulting from the questions--that becomes a
position. Firm action or advocacy can then be taken on the
particular issue addressed by the position.Without a position,
action/advocacy cannot be taken.

At each step of the process, it is the members of the League at
the local level who identify issues of concern, who perform the
studies to explore the issues, and who develop position
statements.

Collective action from the local level to affect change at the
local, regional, national, or international level
An example of this process is occurring at local and potentially
the state levels. Earlier this year, several local Leagues in
Wisconsin reported that they had completed or are in the
process of studying poverty in their local areas. Those that
havecompleted studiesand formulatedpositionstatementsare
now advocating in their communities and working with local
organizations and government to adopt measures to address
identified problems and deficits in services.

Because of activity at the local level, Andrea Kaminski,
ExecutiveDirector, LWV-WI, reported that the State Board is
considering the need for a statewide position on poverty and
asks local Leagues to discuss the issue at January program
planning meetings. The identified concern and study results
were communicated from the local level up to the state level.
We will decide whether to address the issue.

Communitymembers take responsibility andaction for their
community
As stated above, “Firm action or advocacy can then be taken
on the particular issue addressed by the position. Without a
position, action/advocacy cannot be taken.” For example,
once LWV-MC studied the issue of predatory lending,
members advocated with members of government to work
towards regulation of the industry.

Focus on increasing mass participation in politics
Voter Services activities provide a great example of working
toward increasing community members’ participation in
politics. Additional activities will take place with our general
meetings in March and April when we tackle the topics of
“Why Should We Care about the Political Process” and
“Talking with a Polarized Electorate.”

In summary,we are the grassroots of the LWV! The concerns
we identify, the issues we study, the positions we take, and the
actions we perform to address our concerns form the
foundation of what the League of Women Voters is all about.
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LWV as a Grassroots Organization
Kathy Johnson



International Relations Committee
Ned Maxwell

Friends, Romans, Countrymen: The International Relations Committee beseeches you to pay attention!

The Committee meets the second Thursday of the month from September through May at 10 a.m. in the Firefly Room of the
Wauwatosa Public Library. All are welcome.

Plans for yeoman-like inspection of theworld and its effect on all of us includes topics from2017GreatDecisionsof theForeignPolicy
Association. In January, discussion will focus on The Future of Europe; in February, Trade and Politics; inMarch, Conflict in the
South China Seas; in April, Saudi Arabia in Transition; and in May, U.S. Foreign Policy and Petroleum.

LeonardCohen just passed, and he always said it was dark, very dark, but there was always a crack somewhere for the light to come
in. If you have any interest in how your grandchildren’s world is going to look, you might want to peek in.

Our complaint department is manned (womanned?) 24/7 by Gloria Weiskotten at 414-354-9783; kudos, gifts, general pats on the
back go to Ned Maxwell at 414-258-9222.

My Neighbor, a New U.S. Citizen, Votes for the First Time
Ann Hetzel

When I first moved to myMilwaukee neighborhood about 14 years ago, some of the first people I met were Anita, her significant
other Trini, andTrini’s sonDiego. Since then,Anita andTrinimarried.And about a year ago, Trini started the process of becoming
a U.S. citizen.

August 11, 2016: Trini Alfaro
is sworn in as a citizen of the
United States at a ceremony in
the Federal Courthouse in
Milwaukee. He sums up his
feelings on this day in one
word: “Proud.”

He immediately visits the table
staffed by volunteers from the
League of Women Voters-
Milwaukee County to register to
vote.

November 5, 2016: Trini Alfaro
votes for the first time as a U.S.
citizen. He takes advantage of
early voting offered by the City of
Milwaukee at Forest Home
Library.

Many thanks to Trini Alfaro for answering my questions and to his wife, Anita Alfaro, for photos.
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Call for Natural Resources Committee Members

TheLWV-MCNatural ResourcesCommitteewelcomes newmembers. In general, fromMarch throughOctober, wemeet
on the fourthWednesday of the month at the Shorewood Village Center at 6 p.m. From November through February we
meet by conference call. Please call Carol Diggelman (414-232-3739) or Louise Petering (414-351-3617) for more
information.



Picture Yourself on the LWV-MC Board of Directors
Nominating Committee Seeks Nominees for the 2017-2019 Board

Each year, several terms on the Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters-Milwaukee County expire, thereby creating
opportunities for new two-year directorships. The Nominating Committee presents a slate to the annual meeting inMay for terms
to begin in July of 2017. We invite and encourage you to consider sharing your interests and skills as a member of the LWV-MC
Board of Directors. Below are some thoughts from current and past board members about their Board experiences.

Teri Lane
Board Director for Communications, Nominating Committee Member
I first encountered the League while serving as a PTA Legislative Rep at my daughter’s school in Utah. I appreciated learning how
to advocate effectively on educational issues, the opportunity to meet local candidates through PTA/LWV-sponsored Candidate
Nights, and being able to study the LWV Voter Guide with candidates’ answers as I prepared to vote. After moving to Wisconsin
in 2013, I joined LWV-MC to learn more about Wisconsin government and local issues. As a new board member, I have truly
enjoyed working with a diverse group of men and women dedicated to education and making democracy work.

Barbara Rasmussen
Board Director for Membership, Nominating Committee Member
I joined the League because I wanted to be a part of the work being done to empower voters to have their say in government. I was
privileged tobecomeamemberof theBoard shortlyafter joining, andamhappy todoso. Being ina leadershipposition is anexcellent
way to learnmore about issues, but evenmore so about how the organizationworks. Themore I see, themore I am impressedwith
the work being done by this wonderful group of women and men in and around Milwaukee, throughout the state, and across the
country. Building friendships and other relationships has been a delightful bonus.

Sarajane Kennedy
Former Board Member, Nominating Committee Chair
I joined the League in the early '70s in Stoughton, a unit of theDaneCountyLeague, to get to knowmynew community,meet other
individuals with similar interests, and learn about issues. But leadership opportunities in League have taken me far beyond those
initial expectations. Regularly observing StoughtonCity Council meetings for the League inspiredmy successful run for Stoughton
City Council. Over the last 40 plus years, serving on the boards of theWauwatosa League, theMilwaukee County League, and the
Wisconsin State League has deepened my knowledge of issues, expanded my understanding of the workings of government, and
broadened my civic involvement beyond the League.

Ruth Snedic
Former Board Member, Nominating Committee Member
When I joined the League in 1972, it was to learnmore about government and who representedme. The League ofWomen Voters
ofWestAllis presented forums for aldermanic and school board races. Theyhad interest sheets out at everyoneof them, and I signed
up. Soon I was involved in committee work and then encouraged to accept a position on the Board. There I learned how League
works, the many activities we are involved in, and the respect we receive in the community because of our nonpartisan efforts.

I have served on the Board at various times and accepted many and varied portfolios. I would recommend this to anyone who has
joined League, whether a fewmonths ago or a few years ago. Serving increases your knowledge of how your community functions
and how you can work to make it better. It also gives you skills that you might not have thought you had. It is a great learning
experience.

Given your interests and skills, what might Board membership mean for you?
If you are interested in serving on the Board, want to learn more about what that involves, or wish to recommend another League
member for consideration, we want to hear from you. You do not have to be a long-time member to possess characteristics useful
to your local Board. Contact any of the above members of the Nominating Committee. Their contact information is in the LWV-
MC directory.
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LEAGUEOFWOMENVOTERS
OFMILWAUKEECOUNTY

JOINUP!
JOININ!

1845NFarwellAvenue
Suite102
Milwaukee,WI53202
414-273-8683
league@lwvmilwaukee.org
ADDRESSSERVICEREQUESTED

Join Up! Join In! Join the League of Women Voters - Today!
Non-partisan, non-profit since 1920!

Where hands-on work to safeguard democracy leads to civic improvement and leaders are actively
engaged in effecting change at the local, state, and national levels.

Website: lwvmilwaukee.org Email Address: league@lwvmilwaukee.org

Milwaukee County Dues (circle one):

$70 Individual $110 Household $ 25 Student

$100 Sustaining (supports $25 memberships) $170 Centennial (supports action & activities)

Financial support available upon request -- call 414-964-9988

Name _____________________________ Home Phone (_____)__________________

Address ____________________________ Work/Cell Phone (_____)_______________

City _____________________ WI Zip ________ Email ________________________

Interests: Voter Service _____ Lending Practices _____ Government _____
International Relations _____ Environment/Natural Resources/Water _____
Health Care/Social Policy _____ Education _____ Other _____

Please complete this form andmail it with your check to: League of Women Voters of Milwaukee County,
1845 N. Farwell Ave., Suite 102, Milwaukee, WI 53202.


